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In a notice on p. 410 will be found a description of 
the objects with which the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade was established in 
October, 1899, as well as particulars connected with the 
work of the Branch, more especially as regards the 
subjects on which information will be supplied as far as 

ssible. 

The Office of the Commercial Intelligence Branch is 
at 50, Parliament Street, London, 8.W. 


_ The principal publications of the Board of Trade will 
be found in a list facing ly of the advertisements, and 


a list of the Annual and Miscellaneous Reports and the 
Treaty Series issued by the Foreign Office, and of the 
Reports issued by the Colonial Office, on pp. 408-9. 


OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 
GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS: ADMIRALTY. 


Tenders will be 12 o’clock noon on 

J 29th May, for the supply to H.M. | ards o 

‘orms of tender, containing conditions of 
contract and all particulars, may be obtained on personal applica- 
tion at the Contract Department of the Admiralty, or by letter 
addressed Director of Navy Contracts, Admiralty, London, S.W. - 


a 


347 


THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. [May 16, 1901. 


Openings for British Trade. 


GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS: INDIA OFFICE. 


The Secretary of State for India in Council is prepared to receive 
tenders from such persons as may be willing 


Tenders for 
to supply :— 
tcemeete Spans of 150 ft. 


Carriage ironwork, &c. 

The conditions of contract may be obtained on application to 
‘the Director-General of Stores, India Office, Whitehall, S.W., and 
tenders are to be delivered at that office by two o’clock p.m. on 
Tuesday, the 21st inst., after which time no tender will be received. 


The Secretary of State for India in Council is prepared to receive 
Soaieinithen tenders from such persons as may be willing to 
_— supply locomotive engines. 

Engines. om 

The conditions of contract may be obtained 
on application to the Director-General of Stores, India Office, 

Whitehall, S.W., and tenders are to be delivered at that Office by 

two o'clock p,m., on Tuesday, the 4th June, 1991, after which 

time no tender will be received. 


BRITISH INDIA. 


In a tabular statement appended to Sir Arthur Trevor’s minute 
Rail dealing with railways in India, which is pub- 
ae lished in the “Financial Statement of the 

apn Government of India for 1901-1902, there is a 
list headed “‘ new lines to be taken up as funds permit, with the 
estimated yearly provision required to ensure an economical rate 
of progress when once started.” These lines are put in order of 

urgency; they are 17 in number; their total length is 2,370 

miles, and their estimated cost is nearly 21 crores* of rupees. The 

list shows what projects are likely to be taken up in order of 
precedence, and the little Coonoor-Ootacamund railway, 12 miles 
long, stands first; then comes the short length of the Godhra- 

Baroda chord, 44 miles, the quadrupling of 26 miles of the 

Eastern Bengal line, and the Allahabad-Fyzabad line, 97 miles. 

Then follow the Agra-Delhi chord, 121 miles, the Bara-Ajmere- 

Marwar metre-gauge line of 200 miles, the Azikhal-Mangalore of 

78 miles, and the Burdwan-Howrah chord, 42 miles. The Raipur- 

Vizianagram line, which will give the Central Provinces direct 

connection with the East Coast system, follows: it will be 310 

miles in length, and will cost 250 lakhs. The Gya-Katrasgarh 

section of the East Indian Railway Grand Chord ranks as No. 10, 

and the line which is to link Bareilly with Soron is placed 


* Crore = 100 lakhs = 10,000,000 rupees. ° 
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eleventh. There are a number of projects for developing com- 
munications in Southern India, including Madras famine branches, 
120 miles. Two standard gauge lines that particularly affect 
Bombay and Karachi are the Nagda-Bara-Muttra line, which will 
give quicker communication between Delhi and Bombay, with a 
length put at 355 miles and a cost reckoned at 350 lakhs, and the 
Bombay-Sind connection, the length of which will be 360 miles 
and the cost 324 lakhs. 

Sir Arthur Trevor in the minute referred to says that the 
principle on which the resources available for railway con- 
struction in British India are distributed is that, in framing the 
railway programme, the amount required to meet the needs of 
open lines, so far as they can be foreseen, should be regarded as a 
first charge upon the money available for railway purposes, and 
that every effort should be made to provide in full for all demands 
arising out of the development of existing traffic; that next in 
order provision should be made for the steady prosecution and 
early completion of lines in progress, preference under this head 
being given to Companies’ lines over those under construction by 
the agency of the State; and, lastly, for new projects which — 
on the ability of the State to find money to complete them without 
financial embarrassment to the Government. 


CANADA. 


The following were among the recent enquiries relating to Canadian 

- trade received at the Canadian Government 

Offices, Victoria Street, S.W., where further 
information may be obtained. 

Home Enquiries—Enquiry has been received for names of 
Canadian apple shippers. 

The names of boot factors and of large retailers in Canada are 
asked for by a Scotch firm who manufacture felt-lined wooden clogs. 

The patentees of life jackets and buoyant clothing are anxious to 
dispose of their Canadian rights to a firm open to undertake the 
manufacture and sale of such goods in the Dominion. 

A correspondent in Wales asks for the addresses of Canadian 
manufacturers of agricultural implements and machinery, radiators, 
lawn mowers, wind mills and pumps, wire nails, &. 

The names of a few tobacco manufacturers in Canada are asked 
for by a London firm. 

Canadian Enquiries.—A Canadian business house desires to 
correspond with German and Austrian manufacturers of toys. 

Enquiry is made by a Canadian maker of brass parts for piano~- 
fortes respecting the opening that exists in the United Kingdom 
for such goods. 

Foreign Enquiry—A merchant in Paris invites correspondence 
from firms in Canada interested in the export of wood pulp. ms 
A 
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The following trade enquiries have been received at the Canadian 

Enquiries Section of the Imperial Institute, from the 

relating to Trad Curator of which Section further particulars 
* may be obtained :— 

Home Enguiries——A Belfast firm asks for quotations for supplies 
of birch chair seats, birch squares in short lengths, and birch 
from three to seven inches for newels. Prices delivered Belfast, 
with which there is regular steamship communication from 
Canada. 

A Birmingham firm wishes to arrange for supplies of Canadian 
wood suitable for making boxes, or would act as selling agents for 
Canadian producer of these materials. 

A Midlands correspondent desires names of Canadian manufac- 
turers of paper who are exporting to the United Kingdom. 


Canadian Enquiry.—A Canadian firm dealing in fish, fresh, frozen, 
smoked, canned, salted and pickled, would be pleased to hear from 
United Kingdom importers. 


The “ British Columbia Review” of 4th inst. remarks that the 
: increasing exports of timber from British 
— ag Columbia, point to the opening that exists for 
= ro shipbuilding in the Western Province. Efforts 
Poy se to found ship yards are being made in the 
Maritime Provinces, to protect the lumber 
industry which, having to depend mainly on American vessels for 
trans-shipment, suffers from an unfair discrimination. Last year 
British Columbia shipped to the African Continent, and to other 
countries beyond the Pacific Ocean, some 60,000,000 feet of 
lumber, while ports on Puget Sound (United States) shipped about 
140,000,000 feet, of which 63,000,000 feet was sent to Australia. 
It is stated that if British Columbia were better equipped for 
dealing with the trade, Australia would probably have taken the 
bulk of these shipments. The difference in the trans-Pacific 
freight rates, now existing between British Columbian and Puget 
Sound points, with the existing keen competition, makes a great 
difference, and results in a heavy loss of trade to the Province. 

The “ British Columbia Review” says: “British Columbia 
lumber is, on its own merits, a superior article to that produced in 
Washington, and would, at an equal price, be preferred. The 
mills, too, could easily produce twice the quantity of lumber which 
they actually do, only what is lacking is a fleet of vessels to carry 
away the product. 


| 
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CAPE COLONY. 


The “Cape of Good Hope Government Gazette” of 9th ult. 
ant announces that tenders are invited for the whole 
et or any of the following services required by the 
a Railway Department during the five years 

Printing, @¢. = 1st, January, 1902, to 31st December, 1906 :— 

1. The supply of stationery. 

2. The supply of special and ordinary established forms of office. 

8. The supply of general printing work. 

4, The supply of ruled and printed books. 

5. The supply of bookbinding work. 

Samples may be inspected and forms of tender, conditions of 
contract, and all other particulars may be obtained at the Railway 
Stores, Cape Town, and in the case of No. 1 and No. 2 at the office 
of the Agent-General of the Colony, at 98, Victoria Street, 
London, SW 

In the case of tenders Nos. 3, 4, and 5, the nature of the work 
necessitates the performance and delivery thereof in Cape Town. 

No tender will be considered unless it is on the printed form 
provided by the Department, and is deposited in the office of the 
Controller and Auditor-General, Cape Town, at or before the time 
due for its receipt. 

Sealed tenders (in original only) addressed to the Controller and 
Auditor-General, Cape Town, marked outside “Tender for 
Printing, Stationery, d&c.,” will be received up to noon on 
Wednesday, 31st July, 1901. 

The lowest or any tender will not necessarily be accepted. 


The “Cape of Good Hope Government Gazette” of 9th ult. 
Tenders for announces that tenders (alternative) are hereby 
Openi invited for the right of opening bookstalls for a 
— period of either three or five years from the 


* gr-encad = t Ist of April, 1902, at stations on the three 
4 ent systems of railway. It is to be understood by 


tenderers that stations Cape Town to Simon’s 
Town (both inclusive), and Salt River (inclusive) to D’Urban Road 
(exclusive), will not be included in the western system as stations 
where bookstalls may be opened. Separate tenders for the opening 
of bookstalls at Cape Town, Wynberg, Wellington, Worcester, 
Beaufort West, De Aar, Kimberley, Vryberg, Port Elizabeth, 
Alicedale, Graham’s Town, Cookhouse, Cradock, Rosmead Junction, 
Naauwpoort, Norval’s Pont, Uitenhage, Graaff-Reinet, East London, 
Blaney, King William’s Town, Queen’s Town, Molteno and 
Stormberg Junction are also invited. 

The tenders should specify the sum for the three systems 
combined (should tenderer desire the right of opening bookstalls 


4 
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on all systems), and for each system separately, that will be paid 
for— 
Land 2. The right of opening bookstalls on all systems, 
excepting stations Cape Town to Simon’s Town (both in- 
clusive) and stations Salt River (inclusive) to D’Urban 
(exclusive). 
~~ 8. The right of opening bookstalls separately at Cape Town 
and Wynberg, and separately or collectively at any of the 
following stations :—Wellington, Worcester, Beaufort West, 
De Aar, Kimberley, Vryburg, Port Elizabeth, Alicedale, 
Grahams’ Town, Cookhouse, Cradock, Rosmead Junction, 
Naauwpoort, Norval’s Pont, Uitenhage, Graaff-Reinet, East 
London, Blaney, King William’s Town, Queen’s Town, 
Molteno and Stormberg Junction. 

Conditions of contract and forms of tender are obtainable from 
the Agent-General of the Colony, at 98, Victoria Street, London, 
S.W., the General Manager of Railways, the Assistant General 
Manager, Cape Town, the Traffic Managers, Cape Town, Port 
Elizabeth, East London, and Bulawayo, and the Assistant Traffic 
Manager, Kimberley. 

No tender will be considered unless it is on the printed form 
provided by the department, and is deposited in the offices of the 

ent-General of the Colony, London, or the Controller and 
Auditor-General, Cape Town, on or before the time due for its 
receipt. 

Sealed tenders marked outside “Tenders for Bookstalls,” may be 
addressed either to the Agent-General of the Colony, at 98, 
Victoria Street, London, 8.W., or to the Controller and Auditor- 
General, Cape Town, and will be received at those offices 
respectively up to noon on Monday, 16th September, 1901. 

The Government does not bind itself to accept the highest or 
any tender. 


NORWAY. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a despatch 
from H.M. Consul-General at Christiania, stating 
eek that Tenders are invited by the Norwegian 
: Railways Administration, to be received not 
later than the 18th May, for the supply of 4,800 barrels of Portland 
cement. 
‘Tenders in sealed envelopes, marked “ Portland Cement, 1901,” 
should be addressed to Styrelsens Expeditionskontor, Statsbanerne, 
Christiania, where conditions of tender and specifications may be 


inspected. 


: 


“May 16, 1901.] THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 353 


Openings for British Trade. 


FRANCE. 


The “ Engineering News” (New York) of the 25th. ult. reports 
om Ain tor ‘that tenders will be received up to the 28th 
tks at at the French Colonial Ministry, Paris. 
for building waterworks at Konakry, the capital 
onakry. and chief port of French Guinea. The cost 

of the projected works is said to be about 76,000/. 


FRANCE-—INDO-CHINA. 


The “Journal Officiel de l’Indo-Chine Frangaise” of Ist ult. 
on Re announces that tenders will be received up to 
‘Bridge Buildings. 9 a.m. on the 6th July next, for building two 
ridge igs: metallic bridges, as under, including the foun- 
dations, masonry work, and the supply and placing of the metallic 
framework 

Pont de Gia-Hoi.—Distance between the abutments, 61 metres 
(about 66 yards). 

Pont de L’attentat.—Distance between the abutments, 24 metres 
(about 26 yards). 

Provisional deposit, 1,500 francs (601.). 

Final deposit, 3,000 frances (120/.). 

Apart from the scheme adopted, the Governor-General will allow, 
on the recommendation of the adjudicating committee, a premium 
of 1,000 franes (40/.) to the competitor whose plans are recognised 
as the best. The latter will have the option of accepting or 
refusing the offer, but if it is accepted the plans become the property 
of the Government. 

Documents necessary for drawing up plans and information 
relative to the deposit of tenders will be sent to contractors, any 
day except Sundays and holidays, from (1) The offices of the 
Direction of Public Works of Annam (Direction des Travaux Publics), 
Hué ; (2) The offices of the Direction of Public Works of Tonkin, 
Hanoi; and (3) the offices of the Direction of Public Works of 
Cochin China, Saigon. 


PORTUGAL. 


The “ Lisbon Gazette ” of 9th inst. contains a notice with reference 
to the call for tenders announced in the 

Contract for Coal. “Gazette” of 30th ult. (see “ Board of Trade 
Journal” of 9th inst., p. 288) for the supply of 
13,000 tons of coal for the Portuguese State Railways, to the effect 
that in addition to the descriptions of coals admissible according to 
the list on view at the Secretariat of the Administrative Council of 
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State Railways, there must be noted the coal known as “ Nixon’s 
Merthyr.” 

The “Gazette” containing the above announcement may be seen 
on application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board 
of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, London, S.W., any day between 
the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


SPAIN. 


The “Madrid Gazette” of 9th inst. contains Royal Orders 
Sepietinins authorising the Military Cartridge Factory in 
Contract Seville to buy direct, without calling for 
tenders, 65,000 kilogs. brass discs for the 
manufacture of Mauser cartridges, from the firm of Arthur Krupp, 
in Berndorf, and 4,000 kilogs. steel, and 250 kilogs. silver steel, 
for the steel parts required in the manufacture of Mauser cartridges 
from the firm of Jonas and Colver, Sheffield; also the Artillery 
Establishment to buy direct 5,000 copper cylinders for the 
crushing apparatus for measuring the various pressures in portable 
firearms, from the firm of Fried. Krupp in Essen. 


The “ Madrid Gazette” of 10th inst. contains a notice calling for 
Siteeeh Or tenders, which will be opened on the 8th prox., 
Prison Clothi at 3 p.m., in the Directorate General of Penal 
ening. Establishments in Madrid, for the supply of 
2,000 suits of linen drill for the inmates of the establishments 
named. Each suit is to consist of a jacket, two pairs of trousers, 
and a cap, of the sizes described in the “Gazette,” and the upset 
price for each suit is 11 pesetas, or about 6s. 54d. A provisional 
deposit of 1,100 pesetas, or about 32/., is required to be made 
precedent to the admission of any tender to the competition. 


The same “ Gazette” contains a notice calling for tenders, which 

will be opened thirty days from the publication 

yore sn of the notice in the “ Gazette,” at 11 a.m., in 

P the Office of the Director General of Posts and 

Copper. Telegraphs, Carretas No. 10, for the supply of 

21 tons of sulphate of copper for the service of the electric jars in 

the telegraph stations during the present fiscal period, at the upset 

price of 970 pesetas, or 281. 5s. per ton. A provisional deposit of 

5 per cent. of the amount of the contract at the upset price is 
required to entitle any tender to consideration. 

The “Gazettes” containing the above announcements may be seen 
on application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board 
of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, London, S.W., any day between 
the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. bes : 


May 16, 1901.] THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 355 


Openings for British Trade. 


In a recent report to the Foreign Office the British Vice-Consul 
nietian of at Gijon says that the unprecedented demand 
Ginn Resmeiaien for investments in commercial undertakings has 
aT af Sal brought about the formation of many new com- 
panies, to which he desires to call the attention 
Pan —" of British manufacturers, as their wants will 
Mate iain Be be numerous and important, as may be seen 
x” by the following details furnished by the 

managers. 

The first established last year was the Credito Industrial Gijones, 
capital 15,000,000 pesetas (400,000/.), with the object of con- 
structing a line of rails 60 miies long, for which will be required 
locomotives, minerals and goods waggons, carriages for passengers, 
bridges, building material, and other necessary appliances for the 
completion of the line. For the manufacturing branch will be 
required the necessary material for large buildings, gas engines, 
dynamos for the electrolytical installations, gasometers, boilers, 
material for electric lighting, cranes, elevators, the total value of 
which will amount to some millions of pesetas. 

This Company has undertaken to finish the new Musel Harbour, 
Gijon Bay, which will require powerful cranes and other appliances 
for loading minerals and general cargo. They have bought the 
Gijon Gas and Electric Light Works, the plant of which it will be 
necessary to renew. They have also acquired the Gijon tramways, 
which are to be changed from horse to electric power, and will 
necessarily require new material. 

A native company lately formed is the Gijon Industrial, with a 
capital of 6,000,000 pesetas (about 174,000/.), with power to increase, 
for the establishment of glass works and flour mills. The followin 
is a list of their requirements. Many of the items will be require 
next autumn :— 


1. Iron girders for building purposes. 

2. Steam engines and boilers. 

3. Machine tools, and wood working machinery. 
4, Portable engines and boilers. 

5. Plant for light railway in works. 

6. Electric motors and lighting plants. 

7. Machinery for glass making. 

8. Fire-clays and calcined flint. 

9. Carbonate, sulphate, and nitrate of soda. 
10. Carbonate and nitrate of potash. 

11. Chlorite of ammonia. 

12. Metallic oxides (various). 

13. Regulus of antimony, white arsenic. 

14, Oils and lubricants. 


Another new company is the Algodonera de Gijon, with a 
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capital of 1,700,000 pesetas (about 49,000/.), for spinning, weaving, 
bleaching, and dyeing all classes of cotton goods, which will 
require, first, 30 tons monthly of American cotton (middlings), 
22 tons monthly of jute yarn, 3 tons monthly of fecula, cylinder 
oils, and other lubricants. 
Another company styled the Compajiia Gijonesa de Hilado 

y Tejidos was started last year for sack making, and is open to 
purchase jute, machinery, lubricants, and all other materials 
connected with its special line of manufacture. (Foreign Office, 
Annual Series, 2,586.) 


In the same report the British Vice-Consul states that it is 
: : satisfactory to observe that the imports have 
been affected by the continued 
Enterprise. investment of native and Cuban capital in the 
development of new industries, and have 
included new plants for various mills and factories. A good return 
has hitherto been obtained for such investments, especially when 
under foreign management, and attention may be here called 
to the laudable commerical spirit of the Asturians to subscribe 
freely to any undertaking which offers probabilities of success, 
thus offering facilities to British enterprise to secure a prominent 
part in the commercial movement, and a corresponding share in 
the orders for plant and machinery required. It is not to 
British interests to see foreigners at the head of the industries, 
as orders for the plant and raw materials are given to their own 
countries. 

Therefore, as the import tariff is prohibitory for many classes 
of goods for which there is a great demand, it would be well for 
British manufacturers to get in communication with the capitalists 
of the province with a view to opening out new branches of trade, 
where fuel and labour is both cheap and abundant, thus creating a 
market for raw material. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,586.) 


The “Madrid Gazette” of 7th inst. contains a notice, with reference 
to the call for tenders for the furnishing of rope 

—" xg and similar supplies to the Arsenal at Ferrol, 

dae published in the “Madrid Gazette” of 10th 
and 19th February last (see “ Board of Trade Journal” of 28th 
February, 1901, p. 497), that no tenders having been received up 
to the date named, viz., 16th March, a fresh call is now made for 
tenders, which will be opened 12°30 p.m. on the 18th inst., the 
conditions of the contract remaining the same as before. 

The “ Gazettes” containing the above and previous notices may 
be seen on application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of 
the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, London, 8.W., any day 
between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
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ROUMANIA 


According to the “ Engineering News” (New York) of 25th ulft., 

tenders will be received by the Mayor of Jassy 

seam (Maire de la ville de Jassy) up to 25th inst., for 

the purchase of a concession for 40 years for 

constructing and operating waterworks at that town. The 
estimated cost of construction is 300,000/. 


EGYPT. 


With reference to the notice on p. 58 of the “ Board of Trade 
Journal” for 11th ult., the following further particulars concerning 
the plant required for the Etsa Drainage Pumping Station have 
been received at the Board of Trade :— 


The lift on which the pumps are required to work will vary from 
— about 1:0 metre to 44 metres. 

ae Wh The four vertical engines advertised for could 
Irrigation "be replaced by two engines of the same type 
with coupling between them, if such an arrangement works out 
more economically. 1 

Tenders should include all the metal-work of any description, 
such as steam-piping, pipe-valves, &c., required to make the 
installation complete. 

The chimney will be of masonry, so need not be included in the 
tender. 

Tenders should be accompanied by a general specification, giving 
details of the dimensions of the various members of the plant it is 
proposed to supply and the quality of the material to be used. On 
receipt of the order a final detailed specification and complete set 
of drawings must be supplied. 

Payments will be made as follows :—30 per cent. on placing of 
order, 30 per cent. on shipment, and 40 per cent. on completion 
of erection and satisfactory trials. 


With reference to the notice on p. 231 of the “Board of Trade 
Tenders for Pa: Journal”. for the 2nd inst., the Secretary of 
E ; rg State for Foreign Affairs has received a despatch 
nvetopes, “¢. from H.M. Consul at Cairo stating that tenders 
are invited by the Egyptian Government, to be received not later 
than the 20th June, for the supply of paper, envelopes, and 
blotting paper for the use of that Government. 
Patterns and conditions of tender may be examined on personal 
application at the Commercial Department of the Foreign Office 
any day weeenre the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
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ABYSSINIA. 


The “ Moniteur Officiel du Commerce” of 2nd inst., in an article 

: on the trade of Equatorial Africa, says, that as 

regards Ethiopia American textiles 

' known locally as ‘“ amerikani” sell readily on 

the Addis-Abbaba market. Nearly 200,000 pieces of 30 yards in 

length are sold annually at an average price of 5 thalers (thaler 

= about 2s. 03d.) the piece. As these goods are cheap, very 

strong, and will stand frequent washing, a considerable quantity 

is employed and is put to various uses, such as the manufacture of 
tents, aprons, trousers, &c. 

Other materials preferred by the natives are the following :— 

Printed Cottons (bright colours).—The piece of 48 yards sells 
at a price varying between 5 and 10 thalers. 

Cotton Cloths, red (said to be Manchester goods).—The piece 
of 30 yards, weighing 34 lbs., sells at an average price of 5 thalers ; 
the same piece weighing 24 lbs. at 4 thalers. 

Broad Cloth.—Pieces of 25 to 30 yards at 3 thalers per yard. 

Satin—From 1 to 2 thalers per yard. 

Small Pocket Mirrors.—Per case of 25, 1 thaler. 

Enamelled Drinking-cups (half-pint).—3 thalers. 

As the goods have to be transported on the backs of mules, 
exporters must be careful to see that their packages are strong. 
Cases must not weigh more than 84 lbs. The ordinary dimensions 
are 22 inches long by 13 inches wide, two of this size being the 
ordinary load of a mule. When heavier packages are required to 
be transported camels are resorted to, a special permit having to 
be obtained. The time taken to go from Djibouti or Zeila to 
Harrar is from 20 to 30 days, from Harrar to Addis-Abbaba by 
caravan, a month and a half. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


H.M. Consul at Portland (Oregon), in a recent report, encloses 
’ copy of a Circular issued by the Port 
oar oe of Portland Commission, detailing the pro- 
Or visions of the Law which authorises the 
Co). construction of a floating dry dock at that port. 
The circular is as follows :— 

“The Commissioners of the Port of Portland are now ready to 
proceed with the location and construction of the dry dock. It is 
of importance to the city that the location and character of this 
dry dock should be the best possible within the limitations of the 
law under which the commission must act. The Commissioners 
consider themselves entitled to the best aid and assistance of their 
fellow citizens in this work. They therefore ask that each citizen 


i 
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of Portland who has given the subject consideration, at as early a 
day as at all possible, will submit to them in writing his views as 
to the location or general character of the dock, or both, together 
with the grounds on which he bases his opinions. The provisions 
of the law are as follows :—(1) That the said dry dock shall not be 
less than a sufficient capacity to accommodate vessels of 400 feet 
in length. (2) That the same shall be constructed of the style or 
pattern known as a floating dry dock; that is, so as to float and 
rise and fall with the water in the river. (8) That said dry dock 
shall be permanently located in or on a site to be secured therefore 
by purchase, lease, or gift, and which shall be so excavated as to 
allow of the dock floating therein, which site shall be in the 
boundaries of the Port of Portland. (4) That said dock shall 
be so located and constructed as that at extreme low water in the 
Willamette River, the same shall admit vessels drawing 20 feet of 
water. Provided always that nothing herein contained shall be so 
constructed as to authorise the said Port of Portland to carry on 
the work of repairing, cleaning, or painting vessels, but that under 
such rules, regulations, and charges as the said Port of Portland 
may make. The said dock shall be at all times open to the various 
mechanics of the City of Portland for the performing of such 
work. Exuts G. Huaues, President of the Port of Portland.” 


NICARAGUA. 


H.M. Consul in N Sarat, — that the United Kingdom 
. always holds tirst place as a supplier of manu- 
factured cotton and woollen but little 
ont tear progress has been made in other articles, such 
‘ as beer, candles, matches, hardware, wire- 
fencing, sewing machines, machinery, silks, perfumery, boots and 
shoes, hats, drugs, cravats, hosiery, underwear, chinaware, glass- 
ware, enamelled ironware, toys, paper, furniture, cement, pro- 
visions, musical instruments, carriages, road-cars, locomotives, 
lamps, electrical fittings, &c., nearly all of which come from the 
United States, Germany or France. 

British beer has been tried by several importing houses, but so 
far with little success ; light export beer is even too heavy for the 
warm climate of Nicaragua, and a lighter lager is wanted. There isa 
good chance for British export brewers to push trade in this article, as 
every year consumption increases, and beer is more liked by the 
natives. The price must not be above 3s. per dozen Imperial 4-pint 
bottles f.o.b., and well packed in barrels of 10 dozen, or cases of 
four to six dozen. (Loreign Office, Annual Series, 2,585.) 
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BRAZIL. 


The Acting British Consul at Para, in his recent report, remarks 
that there seems every probability of a con- 
siderable trade springing up between Para and 
the River Plate. The Amazon district consumes 

* a large amount of imported beef, canned goods, 

flour, maize, and alfalfa. Both the United States and Argentina 

export these goods. Up to the present time the United States, 
having a regular service of steamers at their disposal, have enjoyed 
an advantage; but, notwithstanding this, more cattle are imported 
already from Argentina than from the United States. It is said 
that foreign steamship lines are likely to attempt to secure the 
carrying trade between Northern Brazil and the River Plate. 
(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,580.) 


FORTHCOMING EXHIBITIONS. 
SPAIN. 


With reference to previous notices in the “Journal” relating to 
Exhibition of the Exhibition of Appliances for the Combustion 
Stoves, F of Coal, to be held in Barcelona on 2nd June, a 


: further despatch dated 2nd inst. has been 
and Spanish Coal, the Foreign Office, from H.M. 
Consul at Barcelona, transmitting four plans of the steam 
generators which are to be put up for the use of exhibitors. 

These plans may be seen by those interested on application at 
the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, 
Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. 


JAPAN. 


The “ Japan Herald” of 14th January last states that a competitive 

Exhibition of Exhibition of the principal articles of export will 

Articlesof Export. be held in Yokohama about September this 

year. The Department of Agriculture and 

Commerce has provided for this Exhibition in the Budget. The 

object. of the exhibition is to improve the leading articles of 
foreign’trade, such as raw silk, habutae, cotton yarns, &c. 
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‘TRADE OF CAPE COLONY. 


With reference to the statement on p. 66 of the “Beard ‘of 
Trade Journal” for the 11th ult., the “Cape of Good Hope 
Government Gazette” of the 29th March last, publishes statistics 
showing the value of the foreign trade of Cape Colony for the two: 
months ended 28th February, 1901, as compared with the corre-. 
sponding period of 1900. The following tables show the value of;; 
the imports and exports of the principal and other articles into: 
and from the Colony during the periods above-mentioned :— 


Imports into Cape Colony. 


Two Months 
ended 28th 
February, 1900. 


Two Months 
ended 28th 
February, 1901. 


Principal and other Articles, 


£ 
Provisions of all kinds (ineiudes butter, cheese, 287,000 419,000 
coffee, confectionery, meats, rice, sugar, tea, 
alcoholic beverages, §c.). 
Corn, &c. (flour, maize, oats, wheat) .. Iie 204,090 258,000 
Cotton manufactures... 96,000 200,000 
Linen ” 7,000 14,000 
Woollen 23,000 57,000 
Haberdashery and millinery «s abs 111,000 214,000 . 
Wearing apparel (includes hats) he 85,000 172, 000 . 
Leather and leather manufactures (includes| 84,000 165 000 
saddlery and harness). 
Metals and metal manufactures (includes| 157,000 300,000 
machinery). 
Wood, and manufactures of (includes furniture 95,000 157,000 
and cabinetware). 
All other articles of merchandise 746,000 1,096,000 


Total merchandise 1,895,000 3,052,000 
Articles Te for the Colonial Government 143,000 278,000 
Specie... dis 59,020 34,000 

Grand total, Imports £ 2,097,000 3,364,000 


Exports from Cape Colony. 


Two Months Two Months. 
Principal and other Articles. ended 28th ended 28th 
February, 1900. | February, 1901. 


& 
Diamonds ... 696,000 

ool (washed, scour a in the grease 2 89,6 x 

Hides skins wee 49,000 65,000 
Hair, Angora oda 29,009 42,000 
All other articles of merchandise are és 81,000 159,000 


Total merchandise yan 
mported goods, re-exported ... 10 


Grand total, Exports 


&) 


1,448,000 


* Less than 3027. 


— 


362 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. [May 16, 1901, 


, PROPOSED FREE PORTS AT BARCELONA AND 
CALAIS. 


Resietaan-With reference to the notice on pp. 38-9 of the 
‘Board of Trade Journal” for 5rd January last, a despatch dated 
29th ult. has been received at the Foreign Office, from H.M. Consul 
at Barcelona, transmitting summary of a report issued by a Com- 
mission appointed by the Spanish Minister of Public Works in 
December last, to enquire into the subject of the establishment of 
a neutral Customs zone at the Port of Barcelona. 

The Commission in its report, which was issued on the 14th 
February last, proposes first of all to appropriate land to the extent 
of over 4,000 hectares for the formation of the neutral zone, and 
points out that there is, adjoining the limits of the present port, a 
very large tract of flat marshy country extending inland from the 
coast, and most suitable for the purpose and easily isolated. Here 
they propose to construct navigable canals, docks, wharves, railway 
warehouses, electric cables and light, and everything necessary to 
prosper commerce and manufacture. Moreover, they point out 
that in reclaiming this extent of marshy land, extending from the 
present confines of the port to beyond the River Llobregat, and 
known as the ‘‘ Delta of the Llobregat,” they will be conferring a 
great benefit on the city, as at present the delta is a great focus 
of malaria, and is to Barcelona what the Pontine Marshes formerly 
were to Rome. 

The scheme proposed to be carried out comprises 4,020 hectares 
of land, the expropriation of which the Commission puts down at 
8,252,612 pesetas; the making of the various canals and basins 
will, it is calculated, necessitate the removal of 14,306,663°10 cubic 
metres of earth at a cost of 17,958,328°87 pesetas; to raise the 
land marked out in the map three metres above the mean sea level 
will cost, it is estimated, 79,246°12 pesetas, and the necessary 
railway lines and stations are put down at 900,000 pesetas, and 
the cost of a double wall for isolation of the zone 800,000 
pesetas, which, summarised, gives :— 


Pesetas. 
Expropriation of lands ... ... 8,252,612-00 
Canals and basins 17,958,328°87 
Raising level of land... 79,246°12 
Double line of rail and stations .. Sas 900,000-00 
Total ... 27,990,186-99 


The Commission state in their report that this speaiiinte can 
be met, and a surplus obtained at once in the following manner :— 
a Over and above the ground occupied by the works above- 
mentioned, there will be 1,327 hectares or 13,000,000 square 
metres available, which having been, by means of the works 
referred to, reclaimed and rendered of utility, could be sold 
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at six pesetas the square metre, thus producing 78,000,000 
pesetas, giving a surplus, therefore, of 50,009,813-01 pesetas to be 
used for further enlargement of the zone; they calculate that the 
land will be at once taken up by manufacturers and others 
desirous of putting up establishments within the neutral zone, so 
that they may receive their raw materials free of duty to be re- 
exported later as manufactured goods, The first works of con- 
struction of the zone are as follows :— 

To widen the mouth of, and deepen the River Llobregat for 
some distance, connecting it with the Remola lagoon, thus 
facilitating exit to the sea, 

The network of canals which will complete this first work will 
form an area of outlets, which will in the future render impossible 
the overflowing of the river. It is proposed to construct a 
principal navigable canal, 100 metres wide at the mouth and 
eight metres deep, which will connect the River Llobregat with 
the Lake of Remola; from this principal canal there will be a 
series of transversal canals of 30 metres wide by three metres 
deep, forming thus 18 large blocks suitable for the erection of 
buildings when the intervening land has been raised three metres 
above sea level by the earth obtained in excavating. 

To complete the general plan, the river Llobregat will be 
deepened so as to allow the entry of vessels of large size; a dock 
will be constructed at a point at the entrance of the principal canal, 
and another at the opposite end in Lake Remola, leaving the exit 
free ; a secondary canal will be made from the river to the limit of 
the zone, an international railway built from the Madrid, Zaragoza 
and Alicante line to go round the zone from the Llobregat to the 
dock, and a double line of wall will be erected to isolate the zone. 

As to the carrying out of the works, the commission considers 
they should be commenced by the clearing away of matter from 
the mouth of the river (Llobregat) by means of dredgers to a 
certain point to make a basin which will permit the entry into the 
principal canal of vessels of deep draught, and, communicating 
with the other basin in Lake Remola, where there will be a depth 
of 14 metres. An easy exit for vessels will be obtained by dredging 
the entrance into the lake from the sea. 

Running out from these navigable canals (which will in due 
course cross the whole extent of the neutral zone, equally the 
higher lands as well as those near Remola), where vessels will load 
and discharge, extending to a length of 400 metres will be trans- 
versal canals for smaller vessels. Arranged in this manner these 
canals will act as collectors of rain water, thus leaving the land 
between the canal connecting the basins with the sea completely 
drained, and on the other side, without risk to the higher lands, 
the coast can be raised by means of the earth extracted in making 
the canal, 
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Experience has shown that making dykes in the marshy lands of 
the Llobregat, and raising the land around some two metres with 
poe excavated earth, has already improved the conditions of that 

istrict. 

Such are in general the works proposed to be carried out, at 
first, completing them afterwards with locks, which will keep open 
communication between the principal canals and the sea, and » 
breakwaters necessary to permit the entry of vessels in all weather. 

Besides the works above described an international station must 
be established ; also the line of rail and the complete isolation of 
the zone necessitate careful attention being paid to the opening 
up of roads for communicating with the country outside the zone, 
using as far as possible the roads shown on the plan and which 
cross the delta of the river. j 

Access to the line of rail could be made in Prat and Castelldefels 
(villages) where stations with the necessary offices for the despatch 
of goods through the Custom House, could be established on the 
same lines as those in practice on the frontier keeping up the 
communication with the sea by means of the canals projected. 

Finally, as on the right bank of the Llobregat, the waters of the 
canal discharge themselves over the land, the overflow of the water 
could be used to form the current necessary to avoid the inun- 
dations so hurtful to public health. 

Referring to the control of the zone the Commission go on to 
say that they consider it should be regarded as a National work, 
and the organisation and inspection therefore rest with the State, 
and recommend that it should be vested in the Board of Portworks 
of Barcelona, but the expenses, receipts and management of the 
same be kept quite apart from the accounts, &c., &c., of the Port 
of Barcelona itself. 

Calais—H.M. Consul at Calais, in a recent report to the Foreign 
Office, states that the French Government appearing favourably 
inclined toward the creation of ‘‘ free ports,” the Calais Munici- 
pality and Chamber of Commerce are reported to be considering the 
desirability of applying for such a Decree in favour of their town. 
Should this be obtained and adopted it will mean the establish- 
ment, on the waste grounds near the quays, of “free zones,” 
denationalised from a Customs point of view, within which any 
merchandise could be manipulated or transformed previous to 
either entering the country in a marketable or refined state, or 
being re-exported. These free zones would have a Government 
right of existence for a period of at least 20 years. 

Among products which might be attracted to such a free port are 
cotton, wool, coffee, rice, and generally any goods which have to 
undergo an initial process of cleansing or manipulation before finding 
their way to manufactories or merchants’ warehouses ; it is obvious, 
says the Consul, that such a scheme would offer great economic 
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advantages to those wholesale importers who are at present taxed 
by the Customs on the gross weight or volume of their imports. 
(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,582.) 

H.M. Consul at Trieste, in his report for 1900, says that a 
Commission of French Deputies visited Trieste last winter in order 
to study the working of the free point (“ punto franco”) of Trieste 
as compared to the free ports of other countries. The result of 
their investigations has not been made public. 


COMMERCIAL CONDITIONS IN RUSSIAN POLAND. 


-H.M. Consul-General at Warsaw, in a recent report to the 
Foreign Office, referring to the commercial conditions in Russian 
Poland, writes as follows: ‘Throughout the whole year 1900 a 
financial and industrial crisis prevailed, which threw a cloud over 
everything. Ifmoney can be truly called the universal motive power, 
the year 1900 was one of the worst on record in this Consular district. 
The general want of money which extends throughout Russia 
commenced to be felt in July, 1899. It began by the failures at 
Moscow of Von Dervis and of Mamontoff, and several metallurgical 
works, Money then seemed to have suddenly vanished, credit 
became much dearer, and almost impossible to get, so. much so 
that several sound banks almost entirely stopped discounting bills, 
and there was a general fall in the value of all industrial shares. 
It was then hoped that this was merely temporary, but it has 
lasted till now, and the want of money is at the present time more 
acute than ever. 

“ At first the crisis affected chiefly metallurgical and railway 
material works, in which it appeared that there was an over- 
production, the railway carriage works being able, for instance, to 
turn out 40,000 railway carriages a year, whereas the maximum 
possible demand for all the railways in Russia was 10,000. 

“The crisis then spread to other branches of industry, sugar 
factories, coal, petroleum, looking-glass factories, and so forth. 
Steamboat companies next suffered, and then for want of capital 
the extension of roads and railways had to be curtailed or post- 
poned, which had a bad effect on many large factories and works 
to which they were to extend. 

“The idea had been that the natural riches of the country were 
inexhaustible, and that it was only necessary to set to work in the 
right way to realise them. It was no mistake to speak of the 
natural riches of the country as inexhaustible, or to suppose that 
these riches could be realised with the help of capital. The 
mistake was in not seeing that a third and absolutely essential 
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condition was a sufficient market to dispose of them. This is what 
is lacking. 

“There was at the time of the boom much feeling in Russia 
against the influx of foreign capital, but it is a good yap J for the 
country that so large a proportion of the money lost in the crisis 
was foreign. 

“ At present the general tendency seems to be to form syndicates 
to regulate production and prices; it is not probable, however, 
that such artificial means will succeed in bolstering up prices until 
the market has grown sufficiently to take the whole possible out- 
put, and a diminution of producing power, i.e., a closing of many 
works and factories is almost inevitable before business can again 
be on a sound footing. The weakness of only too many factories 
here and especially at Lodz, is that they are run entirely on credit, 
and if that credit is cut off they are done for. They get the ground 
on which the factory is built on credit, the contractor builds the 
factory on credit, the machinery is also obtained on credit, and so 
is the raw material, and to pay their workpeople they get money 
from the bank on credit. A certain number of enterprises in good 
hands profited by the last few years, when trade was good and 
profits large, to clear themselves of debt, wholly or partly, but 
unfortunately the majority, dazzled by the facility with which they 
could obtain credit, only made use of their gains to extend their 
enterprises, for which they counted that the increased profits would 
easily pay in course of time; this hope was knocked on the head 
by the increase in the price of the raw material at the very time 
when the goods they manufactured went down in price and found 
a smaller market in consequence of the two consecutive bad 
harvests in Russia, and by the refusal of credit by the banks on 
account of the financial crisis.” (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 


2,578.) 


BRITISH TRADE IN BRAZIL. 


The Acting British Consul at Para, in his recent report to the 
Foreign Office, writes as follows on the subject of British trade in 
Brazil :— 

“Tt is not easy, owing to the lack of published statistics, to 
draw any satisfactory conclusions based on facts as to the extent 
to which British trade is holding its own against that of its com- 
petitors. The general opinion is that it is decreasing, whilst that 
of Germany and the United States is increasing. How far this 
may be true it is hard to judge. 

“ British manufacturers and commercial houses are still far 
behind their competitors in enterprise with regard to the very 
important matter of commercial travellers.” : 


? 
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“The power of advertisement is sufficiently realised as 
regards the home trade. The extent to which wares may be 
forced upon the market by this means is well known. Foreign 
trade must be pushed on similar lines as the home trade if 
British merchants are to hold their own against competitors. 
It is remarkable that manufacturers and export firms should 
be, behindhand in this, especially as, I believe, that it is almost 
the only direction in which they are really behind the times. 
The way to advertise goods abroad is by means of capable 
travellers. A great proportion of the results commonly attributed 
entirely to the non-suitability of goods of British manufacture to 
the requirements of foreign markets should, I think, be traced 
rather to the insufficiency of travellers and special agents repre- 
senting British firms. [Illustrated catalogues and . commercial 
- literature are, I must again repeat, quite useless unless presented 
and explained to possible customers by competent and interested 
agents. 

is At present there is a real necessity for good travellers and 
agents of British nationality and sympathies, if British trade is 
not to lose ground, and it is not, I think, too much to suppose 
that these will be forthcoming. Prejudice on the part of employers 
may, however, prove a * great drawback and retard the advance of 
British trade. It would be well if manufacturers and export houses 
generally would realise that it is an absolute necessity, if their 
interests are not to suffer very seriously, that capable travellers 
and agents resident abroad, of British nationality, should be found, 
trained, and employed. It would be hard to lay too great stress 
on this point. At a critical period such as this, when international 
competition is getting keener and keener every day; when the 
enormous extent and value of British trade is attracting the 
envious and jealous attention of the world, it is of the first 
importance that the duties of advertising, pushing, and extending 
that trade, should not be left to be performed by persons who, 
however excellent their intentions may be, are members of 
competing nations, and who must always be inclined to give to 
their countrymen the advantages of their experience and capa- 
bilities, acquired often at British expense, whenever the opportunity 
occurs. ‘The wide-spread practice of British firms to employ 
foreign agents and foreign travellers is, I think, a thoroughly short- 
sighted policy, and accounts to a very large extent for the foothold 
that goods of foreign manufacture have been able to obtain, often 
in a surprisingly short space of time, on markets which, but a few 
years ago, were almost entirely held by British manufacturers. I 
have often heard foreigners comment on this lack of cohesion on 
our part as remarkable.” (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,580.) 
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The Board of Trade have received the following report upon 
the financial difficulties which have been experienced of late in 
Bahia. 

- “The primary causes of this unfortunate state of affairs appear 
to be :— 

“1. The drought of the years 1898, 1899, and 1900, which 
affected the cocoa, sugar, coffee, and tobacco crops. 

“2. The steady rise in exchange, from 5jd. per milreis in 1898, 
to 123d. at the time of writing. 

“3. The scarcity of money consequent on the falling off in the 
currency value of the exports which left the country—a direct 
sequel to the rise in exchange.” . . . 

Two of the three Brazilian banks suspended payment at the end 
of January last, and the third followed in April, Not only do the 
depositors and creditors of these institutions lose their money, but 
many cloth mills and numerous coffee, cocoa, and sugar plantations 
in the interior (which were financed by the last bank referred to) 
must temporarily cease their operations. 

The export trade suffers, as indicated, by the decline in the 
currency value of the products, whilst labour, transport, and all 
charges are said to be as dear, and even in many cases dearer now 
than in 1897-1898. 

Regardless of the trouble that is abroad, the local state authori- 
ties continue to impose heavy taxation on every conceivable article 
of commerce. 

“Tt is impossible to transact the smallest purchase with- 
out paying a tax, and every business transaction imposes 
a fiscal stamp on both seller and purchaser. To draw a 
cheque at the bank, if even for 1/., it is necessary to affix a 300 reis 
stamp (33d.), and the tax levied on business men is 

per cent. on their turnover, quite irrespective of the 
balance sheet showing a profit or loss. Formerly this tax was 
only 4 per cent. An additional municipal tax of $ per cent. on the 
turnover is also levied on all merchants. The purchaser of a pair 
of boots costing 20s. pays a tax of 1s., and for a straw hat costing 
10s. the buyer has to pay for a 300 reis stamp.” 

‘Under all the circumstances alluded to the business outlook is 
considered far from favourable, and caution is recommended in the 
granting of credit until the general commercial situation improves. 
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‘TARIFF CHANGES 
AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 


BRITISH SOMALILAND. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 
. copy of the “ Berbera and Bulhar Customs 
Captome Tarif in Datien Regulations, 1901,” which were pub- 
force at Berbera: ed by H.M 
at Medien. ished by H.M. Consul-General at Berbera, on 
April 4th, 1901, and imposed new rates of duty 
at the Ports of Berbera and Bulhar, as follows :— 


Berbera and Bulhar Customs Tariff. 
(a) Import Duties. 


Articles, Unit. Rates of Duty. 


On all goods... ove obs ...| Ad valorem 7 per cent, 
(Except alcoholic liquors, the duties on which 
are regulated by Regulations No, 1, of 1901.) 


(b) Export Duties. 


Rs, a, 
Sheep and Goats eee Per head 4 
All goods dos bes «| Ad valorem 3 per cent. 


GERMANY. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 

translations of certain Orders, recently issued by 
Customs Decisions. the Hamburg Customs Authorities, concerning 
_ the classification for tariff purposes of certain 
articles imported into the German Customs Union. The following 
is the substance,of these Orders :— 


Vegetable-cutting machines, for household use, consisting of a 
trough and feeder of cast-iron and two ground steel knives fastened 
to a revolving disc, the trough and feeder being covered with 
varnish are to pay duty as lacquered cast-iron ware, under No. 6 e3a 
of the Customs Tariff, at the rate of 24 marks per 100 kilogs. 
(12s. 2d. per ewt.). 

Pressed wall-paper.—This paper, which is thickly sized, weighs 
282 grammes or more per square metre, is generally imported in 
rolls of 50 centimetres in width, and is heavier than the limit fixed 
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for wall papers. It is, consequently, dutiable as ‘“‘ paper not 
otherwise mentioned,” under No 27 e of the Tariff, at the rate of 
10 marks per 100 kilogs. (5s. 1d. per cwt.). 


Coloured boot-polish is to be treated as ordinary boot-polish, and 
is accordingly dutiable, under No. 5 h of the Tariff, at the rate of 
3 marks per 100 kilogs. (1s. 64d. per cwt.). 


Tissue paper, whether used for packing purposes or not, is to be 
distinguished from packing-paper for purposes of tariff classifica- 
tion by the following characteristics :—(1) It should be fine and 
soft, (2) it should be only slightly sized or not sized at all, and (3) 
its strength must be taken into consideration. Moreover, the 
weight of one square metre must not exceed 30 grammes. 


Pneumatic apparatus for compression of beer.—The apparatus in 
question is not to be dutiable as machinery but as lacquered cast- 
iron ware, under No. 6e 3a of the Customs Tariff, at the rate of 
24 marks per 100 kilogs. (12s. 2d. per cwt.). ’ 


With reference to previous notices on the subject of the German 
ites fk “Inspection of Meat” Act of the 3rd June, 
~ erent 1900, and especially to the notice at pp. 246- 
248 of the ‘“‘ Board of Trade Journal” for the 
2nd August last, containing a précis of the Act in question, the Board 
of Trade have now received, through the Foreign Office, copies of two 
Notifications issued to German Customs officials with regard to the 
operation of Section 12 of the Law, which prohibits the importation 
into the German Zollverein of meat in air-tight closed boxes, or in 
similar casings, and of sausages and other mixtures of chopped 
meat. 

It has now been decided that these prohibitions are not 
applicable to preserved game and poultry, or to such forms of 
prepared meat—and especially rolled hams-—as can be subjected to 
examination in order to test whether they are fit for consumption. 
Minced-meat, scraped meat, force-meat, sausage stuffing, and 
brawn which can be examined for the above purposes, may there- 
fore be admitted into the Zollverein. 

Customs officials are also notified that the prohibitions contained 
in Section 12 are not applicable to goods in direct transit through 
Germany. By “direct transit,” however, is to be understood only 
that species of transport which is effected without any longer delay 
in the warehouses of the country than is absolutely necessary for 
the normal transference of the goods. Consequently, goods of the 
kind defined in Section 12 may not be deposited in a transit ware- 
house under Customs contro], and left there for a longer or shorter 
period while arrangements are being made for their re-exportation. 
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GERMANY-GERMAN EAST AFRICA. 


With reference to the notice which appeared at pp. naeeie of 

the “ Board of Trade Journal” for February, 

ee 1899, relative to the Customs Tariff of German 

saan Duties. East Africa, a report on German East Africa 

recently issued by the Foreign Office (Annual 

Series, No. 2,568, April, 1901), contains the following new import 
and export duties leviable in the Protectorate :— 


Import Duties. 
“Trans- 
No. Goods. Duty. Stations. action _— 
Fee.” 
Per cent. Per cent. Per cent. 
At Ujiji and Bis- 
1 | Spirits of all kinds, ad val. 15 marckburg 5 20 © 
At the other stations| 63 213 
2 | Fire-arms, shooting acces- 
sories, and all kinds of At Ujiji and Bis- 
barter goods and require- 5 marckburg 5 10 
— for Europeans, ad At the other stations 63 1} 
val, 
Export Duties, 
Total 
No. Goods. Duty. 
Per cent. 


1 | Raw ivory, copal, and caoutchouc ase .. Ad valorem 15 
2 | All sorts of wood, negro tobacco, hides, rhi- 
noceros horns, hippopotamus teeth, tortoise- 


shell, pepper, salt, oil, and ghee si 10 
Rupees. 
3 | Cattle (except in arate district, where 
export is prohibited) Per head 5 
4 | Goats and sheep (except in in Langenburg district 
5 | Muscat donkeys (with special permission) je 15 
6 | Other donkeys (with special permission) # 5 
SPAIN. 
The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 
Tariff translation of a Spanish Royal Order in virtue 


. of which sugar mixed with essence of vanilla— 
Classification. =, e., white ground sugar mixed with a small 
quantity of vanilla in order to give the odour and flavour of vanilla 
to sweets and pastry—is to be classed on importation under No. 


4 


| 

i 
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364 of the Customs Tariff with ‘“ sweetmeats, fine biscuits, 
“preserves in sugar, and syrups other than medicinal syrups,” 
‘paying duty at the rate of 3 pesetas per kilog. (61. 1s, 11d. 
*per cwt.). 


The “Gaceta de Madrid” for the 29th December last published a 
Vinews Thad om Royal Order, dated the 22nd December, 1900, 
s in Sack effecting the following modifications in the 

—_— Spanish tare rates for sugars :— 

1. On sugars of national manufacture, contained in sacks 
weighing 57 kilogs. 500 grs. and 60 kilogs., gross weight, the tare 
has been raised from 500 to 750 grs. 

2. On sugars of foreign origin tare will be granted at the rate 
of 1 kilog. per sack weighing 100 kilogs. or over, gross weight, and 
at the rate of 750 grs. per sack weighing less than 100 kilogs. 


JAPAN. 


The Japan “ Weekly Mail” for the 6th ult. publishes a list of 
~ Decisions of the Japanese Minister of Finance 
Deci ww relative to the tariff classification of the follow- 

ing articles :— 

Hairpins of aluminium.—These articles are not to be dutiable as 
imitation jewellery, but as manufactures of metal not otherwise 

~ provided for in the Tariff, at the rate of 20 per cent. ad valorem. 

White wax for shoemakers is to pay duty at the rate of 10 per 
cent. ad valorem, as wax not otherwise provided for. 

“ Austrian nectar.”—It has been decided that the commodity 
known as ‘‘ Austrian nectar” is to be dutiable as alcohol at the 
rate of 250 per cent. ad valorem. 

Copper wire, insulated, for electrical apparatus is to be dutiable 
at the rate of 5 per cent. ad valorem, and not at 20 per cent. 
ad valorem, as a manufacture of metal not otherwise provided for. 

Tincture of capsicum.—This article is to be subject to duty“at 
the rate of 250 per cent. ad valorem. 
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RUSSIA. 


A despatch dated 1st inst. has been received at the Foreign Office, 

Opening of the from H.M. Consul at Riga, reporting that the 

p sped Ri opening of the navigation of the Port. of Riga— 

¥ 188. or first open water—was officially declared on the 
above date. 


GERMANY. 


With reference to a notice on p. 259 of the “ Board of Trade 

Journal” for 2nd inst., a memorandum by 
st woe the Commercial Attaché to H.M. Embassy at 
por’ Berlin has been received at the Board of Trade, 


ao through the Foreign Office, relating to the 
Sen. recently reduced Prussian and Hessian railway 


rates for the transport of sugar. 

The memorandum states that the scope of the reduction of freight 
rates on the Prussian and Hessian State Railways introduced on 
the 1st of April last, appears to be somewhat more extended than was 
reported previously. Not only do the new preferential rates reduce 
the cost of exportation very considerably, but they also largely lower 
the freights for the transport within the Kingdom of Prussia of raw 
sugar sent to sugar refineries direct by rail, or from inland ports, 
for they cover sugar of every kind. This, under the wording, 
would also include cane sugar. The reduction of tariff is 
the same in all cases, namely, from Special Tariff I. of the State 
Railways to Special Tariff III. The difference amounts almost 
to a reduction of one-half. One truck-load of 10 tons, 
carried over 300 kilometres, plus the usual despatch. fee, was 
formerly 127 marks per 10 tons, whereas it is now 78 marks. A 
clear statement of these new rates and of the attached conditions 
has been prepared by Mr. Niessen, His Britannic Majesty’s Consul 
at Cologne, and may be seen on application at the Offices of the 
Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, Parlia- 
ment Street, S.W.,on any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 
5 p.m., where the extract in original from the Fourth Supplement 
to the Prussian Goods Tariff may also be consulted. The Com- 
mercial Attaché adds: “It is thought that the other railways of 
Germany will probably follow the example of the Prussian and 
Hessian lines in respect of these sugar rates. Now that they 
have once been established it is not likely that they will ever be 
raised again.” 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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FRENCH INDO-CHINA. 


According to the Customs statistics of Indo-China quoted in the 
Gitenins at “Dépéche Coloniale” of the 9th inst., the 
Pping * movement of shipping at Saigon in 1900 was 


as follows :— 
| No. Tons. 


Of the vessels entered two were sailing vessels, and of those 
cleared four were sailing vessels. The nationality of the vessels 
was as in the following table (exclusive of junks) :—- 


Nationality. Entered. Cleared. 
No. | Tons. No. Tons. 
French .. as 245 | 361,780 245 | 358,168 
German 152 | 188,066 160 | 189,954 
British | ; 121 | 169,767 120 | 163,648 
All other | 34,676 97 | 35,225 
Total 598 | 788,918 652 | 781,854 


The shipping at ports in Tonkin was as follows (exclusive of 


unks) :— 
Shipping in 
Tonkinese Ports. 
Nationality. Entered. Cleared. 
No. Tons. No. Tons. 

French ... Kab 108 183,758 192 183,035 
81,681 69 81,681 
German ... abe 96 73,847 95 73,560 
Norwegian 22,859 27 22,859 
All other wl 10 12,097 10 12,097 

Tctal ... | 395 | 374,242 393 | 373,232 


| 
| 
| 
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SPAIN. 


H.M. Consul at Corunna, in a recent report, states that the 
Automobile automobile lines between that town and 
“<. Santiago commenced running in the summer 
Transp of last year. Two rival companies, the 
“Gallego ” from Corunna and the “ Compostelano ” from Santiago, 
ran two cars, one each way, and a great convenience they proved, 
but owing to breakdowns in bad weather and the keen competition, 
which resulted in the fare in the best places being reduced to 
5 pesetas, or about 3s. 6d. for the 37 miles, caused an amalgama- 
tion of the two companies, and at the present time only one car 
runs each way at former fares. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 
2,586.) 


EGYPT. 


The following statement, showing the number and tonnage of 
nies then vessels of various nationalities passing through 
the Suez Canal last year as compared with 1898 
in 1900 and 1899, is taken from the Bulletin of the 

, Suez Canal Company for the 2nd inst. :— 


1899, 


Country. 
TOSS 


‘| Tonnage. 


8,691,093 9,046,031 7,771,846 
1,353,161 1,492,657 2,047,230 
891,642 940,125 1,167,987 
526,478 583,011 704,458 
Austria-Hungary ... ose 300,251 371,364 467,605 
Russia 243,381 266,444 
Japan dad 261,602 | $21,128 
Italy ‘is 208,418 | 200,625 
Spain kon 232,358 164,202 
Denmark ... re 30,228 76,106 
Norway... 109,709 | 165,738 
United States of America 3,162 | 101,246 
Turkey... 83,541 | 52,385 
Portugal 605 2,260 
Sweden uF. 1,021 | 1,021 
Argentina 451 
Greece ‘ ia 1,941 | 11,223 
Egypt oa 15,705 2,892 
Siam ed — | 775 
China 6,181 | — 
Roumania ... 1,703, — 


Total 12,962,631 _ 3,607 13,815,991 13,699,228 


375 
| 
| 
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1898, — 1900. 
Ships.| 27088 
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AUSTRIA-HUNGARY. 


In the same report it is stated that the extension of the Calcutta 
service and the introduction of direct lines to 


have increased the export trade of 
East The Austrian Lloyd Company decided that 


in consequence of the abnormal state of affairs, 
owing to the continuance of war in South Africa and scarcity of 
cargo, the departures of their steamers for the East Coast of Africa 
should be discontinued until the autumn of 1901. (Foreign Office, 
Annual Series, 2,583.) 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


H.M. Consul-General at New York reports that, in 1900, a special 
cima Gor feature in the time charter business was the fixing 
United a na of some boatsfor long periods, such as three years. 
eahaomee A large namber of vessels were taken by the 
oe aga United States Government as transports, and 
PPIng. generally speaking the employment of steamers 
on time charter by American charterers shows an increase, with a 
likelihood of further development. 

It is stated that a number of steamers have been purchased 
for account of American citizens, but that on account of the 
existing navigation laws these vessels still fly the flag of the 
country of their original owners. ‘The anticipated increase of 
exports, and the hope that a subsidy will eventually be granted 
for steamers actually owned by American citizens, tend to 
encourage the purchase of steamship property. ~ 

The return of shipping at New York shows that 4,110 vessels 
of 8,289,896 tons entered in 1900, showing a decrease of 256 
vessels, but an increase of about 175,000 tons; the clearances are 
returned at 3,844 vessels of 7,839,586 tons, a decrease of 189 
vessels, but an increase of upwards of 95,000 tons as. compared 
with 1899. 

British tonnage shows a decrease in the entries of 261 vessels 
and about 114,000 tons; United States tonnage a decrease of 
99 vessels but an increase of nearly 25,000 tons; German tonnage 
a decrease of 28 vessels but an increase of over 95,000 tons. There 
was an increase of over 100,000 tons in Norwegian tonnage, and a 
slight increase in the tonnage of the Netherlands. (Foreign Office, 
Annual Series, 2,581.) 


| 
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With reference to. s aan on pp. 467-8 of the “ Board of Trade 

. ournal” of 21st February last, a despatch 

dated 27th ult. has been received at the 

© from’ Chibags' to Office from H.M. Consul at Chicago, enclosing 

Tisdrboal a cutting from the Chicago “Tribune,” which 

states that. the North-western,” the first 

steamer of Chicago’s new trans-Atlantic line, left on her voyage 
to Liverpool on the 25th ult. 

Owing to the great care necessary in stowing the cargo of 
package freight for ocean shipment, the passage of the steamer 
down the river was delayed over 12 hours from the scheduled 
time. 

The cargo taken on board the steamer for Liverpool consisted of 
25 boxes hams, 910 tierces lard, 1,700 pails lard, 842 boxes 
‘provisions, 250 barrels pork, 50 tierces beef, 1,200 boxes canned 
meats, 2,855 pieces walnut lumber, 757 bags oil cake, 2,178 pieces 
of harvesting machinery, and 1,728 bales hay. 

After the grain cargo has been unloaded, the ‘‘ North-western” 

“was to proceed to Montreal, to ship a consignment of deals 
to fill out the cargo. Only enough fuel was taken -aboard 
to carry the boat through the lakes and St. Lawrence 
River, and a stop was to be made at Cape Breton for the supply 
‘needed to cross the Atlantic. 


NICARAGUA. 


H.M. Consul in Nicaragua reports that a company has been formed 
to transport cargo and passengers between 
+ Facilities Leon and Jinotega, called the Transport 
a pt Company of Matagalpa, Limited, and they 

in Nicaragua. —~_undertake to construct a road with good ware- 
houses at both ends for storage of cargo, and establish a service of 
transport, either by steam or other mechanical power, the line to 
unite Matagalpa and Jinotega with Leon and Managua. The 
Government allows the company 10,000 dols. Nicaraguan currency 
(7411.), and the exclusive concession for 15 years for automobiles, 
traction engines, or anything else not on lines as the Government 
reserves the right to construct a railway. The company has been 
formed with the idea of facilitating the transport of coffee from 
Matagalpa to Leon, and will no doubt be very beneficial to 
planters in that district ; at present all the coffee is brought down 
in ox carts, a journey of three or four days, and very costly. 

The Government have also made a contract with Mr. Frye 
for a line of steamers between Bluefields, Greytown, Limon, 
Bocas del Torro, and Colon, and between Bluefields, Corn Island, 
Rio Grande, Prinzapalka, Cape Gracias, and Puerto Cortes, wit’ 
a subsidy of 1,000 dols. gold (200/.) per month, All mails to b» 


Increased Trans- 


| 
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carried free of charge, and a certain number of free passages to 

be allowed the Government-every year ; also 50 per cent. reduction 

in all freight and passages to any of the places mentioned, and 

50 per cent. reduction in freight and passages between Bluefields 

and New Orleans by steamers of the United Fruit Company, with 

— Mr. Frye is also connected. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 
,085.) 


H.M. Consul in Nicaragua reports that too much care cannot be 
nial taken in carrying out shipping instructions, 
Shipping and Consular invoices and bills of lading in 
Ni Porte, “uPlicate must be sent with all goods shipped 
a * to Nicaragua; should there be any doubt or 


omission of instruction from client as to declaration of a certain 
article, it would be best to consult with the resident Nicaraguan 
Consul to avoid mistakes which may cause the importer ten times 
as much trouble and expense as the article is worth. 


In the same report it is pointed cut that a traveller passing 
through the country is really the best medium 
for pushing business, and it frequently happens 
that merchants will give orders to a representa- 
tive of some firm when they would never 
perhaps have thought of the article, if not 

placed “before them, and persuaded to try. Credit, of course, 

must be given to most houses, and three to six months is 
expected; the usual custom is for shipper to draw for the value 
of invoice in favour of the London Bank of Central America, 
and the amount is collected when due and remitted on by bank; 
in cases where there is doubt as to the standing of firm, the 
documents can also be sent to the bank to be delivered up only on 
payment of draft. All information about business houses, the 
goods they deal in, and their standing, can always be obtained at 
the British Consulate, and every help is afforded to travellers from 
British firms. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,585.) 


UNITED STATES OF COLOMBIA. 


The monthly bulletin of the Bureau of the American pe cae 
. for April last states that the annual report o 

gprs hacen Y the Panama Railway and Steamship Company 
Co P which was issued in pamphlet form from the 
— offices of the Company in New York on Ist 
April, 1901, gives traffic statistics which show that the total 
number of tons of west-bound freight transported was 153,758, 
divided as follows:—From New York to San Francisco, 33,555 ; 
‘New York to Panania, South Pacific, Central America, and Mexico, 
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26,963; Europe to Panama, South Pacific, Central America, 
Mexico, and San Francisco, 54,905; Colon to Panama (local), 
commercial freight, 16,217; Company’s freight, 22,118. 

The total number of tons of east-bound freight carried was 
203,619, divided as follows:—I’'rom San Francisco to New York, 
80,624; South Pacific, Central America, Mexico, and Panama to 
New York 88,046; South Pacific, Central America, Mexico, San 
Francisco, and Panama to Europe, 77,219; Panama to Colon 
(local), commercial freight, 3,198 ; Company’s freight, 4,532. 

The total number of passengers carried to Panama was 41,656, 
and to Colon 41,576. 


BRAZIL. 


The Acting British Consul at Para reports that the discharge of 
cargo into the Custom House at that port is 
still very much retarded, partly owing to lack 
of facilities, partly owing to the complicated 


Discharge of 
Cargo at Para. 


nature of the Custom House routine, which would require a very 
large staff to enable goods to be rapidly received and delivered. 
During the year 1900 the lack of funds on the part of the merchants 
for the payment of duties has caused the Customs warehouses to 


become much congested with an accumulation of merchandise. 

The result of all this is that the demand for lighters is very great, 
a lighter of 100 tons capacity commanding a rent of 100 milreis 
(4l.) per diem. As there is at all times the cargo of more than 20 
steamers afloat in lighters, and goods remain as a rule two or three 
months in these lighters, it will be seen that the item, lighter hire, 
which is paid by the steamers, is a heavy charge. (Foreign Office, 
Annual Series, 2,580.) 


JAPAN. 


The “ Japan Herald” of 21st January last notes that the scheme 
—— relating to the improvement of transport facili- 
I ame t ties at the three ports of Yokohama, Kobe and 
ean Osaka is now under investigation in the 
Department of Communications. The Govern- 
— ment intends to extend railways to the hatoba 
(wharf), at the ports of Yokohama, Kobe and Osaka, and the Bill 
for this undertaking will be submitted to the Diet during the 
present session. 
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UNITED KINGDOM. 


In continuation of the statements recently issued by the Statistical 
Im — Office of H.M. Customs, London, published in 
me seh Good the “ Board of Trade Journal” for 18th ult., 
Exclusive » pp. 137-8, and in previous issues, as summaries 
of : of the supplements to the London Bills of 
Machinery. Entry, showing the quantities of certain iron 
and steel goods imported into the United Kingdom, the followin 
tables show, (1) Steel rails, (2) Steel, unwrought, (3) Iron an 
steel manufactures (girders, beams, joists, and pillars), (4) Pig- 
iron, (5) Iron (bar, angle, bolt, and rod) imported into the United 
Kingdom during the month of April, 1901, as compared with 
the corresponding month of 1900, distinguishing the countries 
of origin :— 


(1) Steel Rails.* 


Countries from which Imported. oy 


Tons. 
872 
882 
310 

United States, Atlantic 6,653 

Totals a ... Tons 8,717 


* Included with Iron Manufactures unenumerated prior to 1900, 


(2) Steel, unwrought. 


Countries from which Imported. 


Sweden ... 
German 


Belgium ... 
France ... 
Austria-Hungary 
United States, Atlantic 


Totals... 


380 
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(3) Iron and Steel Manufactures (Girders, Beams, Joists and Pillars). 


Countries from which Imported. ay 


Tons. 
Germany 


Totals «. Tons 


(4) Pig iron. 


Countries from which Imported. 


Sweden 
Norway 
Germany 
Holland 
Belgium ,... 
France 


Austria-H ungary os one ove 


Totals ... TORE 7,303 


(5) Iron (Bar, Angle, Bolt and Rod). 


Countries from which Imported. 


Sweden 

Germany 

Holland 

Belgium ove 
France 

United States, Atlantic. 


Totals 


The following statement recently issued by the Statistical Office 
H.M. Customs, London, shows the quantities 
i f Lim “of phosphate of lime and rock phosphate im- 
P a k ® — ported into the United Kingdom in April, 1901, 
by “ard as compared with April, 1900, distinguishing 
a countries of origin :— 
BY 


381 
April 
| 1901, 
Tons. 
11 
2,089 
8,349 
38 
166 
10,653 
April April, 
| 1900. | 
Tons. Tons. 
2,716 
10 
50 
788 
4,034 
April, April, 
1900. 1901. 
| Tons. Tons. 
ae 25 780 
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(6) Imports of Phosphate of Lime and Rock Phosphate. 
April, 
1901. 


Countries from which Imported. 


Islands in Pacific: ... 
United States 
Dutch West Indian Islands 


*Including 226 tons, declared as Superphosphates. 


AUSTRALIA. 


The Board of Trade have received from the office of the Agent- 
, General for Victoria a communication statin 

Gold Production that the yield of gold of Victoria during the 
the First Four first four months of this year amounted to 

£1901 229,526 ounces valued at 918,112/. This yield 
Months o * is 12,784 ounces more than that for the corre- 
sponding period of last year. This increase, it is stated, is likely 
to be further augmented by the yield from deep alluvial mines 
during the year. 


FRANCE. 


The British Vice-Consul at Boulogne reports that the chief feature 
in imports in 1900 was the quantity of coal, 

which was 116 per cent. the of 
wait ogn! the five previous years. This is partly due to 
the steady development of local iron-smelting works re-opened in 
1897. These have had new coke ovens erected by a British firm, 
which is also furnishing plant for the utilisation of some 300 
horse-power of waste gases. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,582.) 


The Monthly Circular of the British Chamber of Commerce in 


... Paris, dated 1st inst., states that a very active 
pulp — campaign has been carried on for some time in 

‘France against the use of white lead. The 
question was submitted last March to the Consultative Committee 
of Public Health, whose opinion was that the use of white lead should 
be prohibited. The French Government is believed to have under 
consideration a bill, intending to prohibit the use of white lead, in 


; 382 

Tons. Tons. 

=—29,667 24,881 


- May 16, 1901.] THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 


Mining, Metals, and Machinery. 


accordance with the recommendation of the Public Health 
Committee ; but so far nothing is known of the actual prohibition 
which it is proposed to enact. Meanwhile, a number of Munici- 
palities have been taking steps to prevent the use of white lead 
in works undertaken for the account of the Municipalities, and 
clauses have been inserted in Municipal contracts, providing that 
no white lead should be used in the execution of works contracted 
for on behalf of the Municipalities. Montlugon has even gone 
farther, and has prohibited the use of white lead in all works, 
either public or private, for the account of corporations and 
individuals in its territory. 

The Chamber of Commerce at Lille, which is the centre of the 
manufacture of white lead in France, has taken up the defence of 
the white lead interest, and has published a long memorandum in 
defence of the use of white lead, which has been sent to the 
Ministers of the Interior and of Commerce. 

The Chamber of Commerce, in the course of this memorandum, 
points out that the average production of white lead in France 
does not exceed 25,000,000 kilogs., valued at 14,000,000 frs., of 
which Lille alone supplies about 15,000,000 kilogs. The number 
of workmen employed in France in this industry is from 700 
to 800. 

The Chamber of Commerce also states that the opposition 
to white lead is not new, and that as far back as 1849 an order 
was issued suggesting the use of white zinc instead of white lead 
in all works undertaken for the account of the State, and that this 
order, although followed in 1852 by a fresh Government Circular 
on the same subject, was never applied. 

The Lille Chamber of Commerce is of opinion that white lead 
is a necessary element, and cannot be replaced by any other 
substitute known so far, and that, although its use might be 
regulated and precautions taken to render it as innocuous as 
possible, its absolute prohibition would be a mistake. 


FRANCE—MADAGASCAR. 


The “ Dépéche Coloniale” of 8th inst., quoting from a report by 
Exports of the Chief of the Mines Department of Mada- 
1900,  gascar on the mining industry in 1900, says 
nuns * that a considerable increase in the export of 
old had been registered in 1899. This increase was maintained 
in 1900, and in the same proportion, i.c., the exports in 1899 
having trebled those of 1898, the exports in 1900 in their turn 
trebled those of 1899. Thus, within the last two years the 
quantity of gold exported from Madagascar has increased by 
nearly ten times. 
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The value of the exports of gold during the last three years 
was as follows :— 


1898 see 13,541 
1900 ie 120,866 


The value in 1900, 120,366/., represents at 2 fr. 70 cts. per 
gramme (value fixed by decree of 20th July, 1896, but less than 
the true value which ranged from 3 fr. to 3 fr. 10 cts.) a quantity of 
1,114°504 kilogs. (35,831 ozs.). 


SPAIN. 


The British Vice-Consul at Gijon, reporting on the machinery 
British in trade of his district, writes as follows:— 
os ne Belgium still takes the lead as supplier of 
machinery with 39°75 per cent. of the whole, 

or Nanvassing- the United Kingdom follows with 33°15 per 
cent., Germany has increased its amount from 2°65 in 1899 to 
21:50 in 1900, but as the Custom House returns do not clearly 
distinguish whether machinery shipped at Antwerp is of Belgian 
or German origin, the large amount credited to Germany is open 
to doubt; this, however, does not directly concern us, but what 
is of more importance is the activity displayed by both these 
countries to increase their influence in this market. 

“Tt would be well to repeat here that some organised system of 
canvassing is required, especially at the present time, as buyers 
have become accustomed to be waited upon by travellers and 
others interested in supplying goods, and the tendency is to write 
fewer letters and take no notice of circulars, since they count on 
the daily attendance of sellers competent to explain every 
advantage of their specialities. 

“The favourable position held by British machinery, iron and 
metal work is not owing to the visits of the few travellers who 
come here and who generally cover too much ground in too short 
a time and arrive inopportunely, but to British machinery dealers 
who have established themselves here and are doing a prosperous 
business by contracting for all kinds of plant put down warranted 
to give satisfaction at an inclusive price. This greatly facilitates 
operations, and is very convenient for buyers, especially those 
whose time is too limited to wade through foreign circulars and 
calculate how much the undertaking will cost. 

“The success of these machinery dealers should encourage other 
enterprising people to open agencies for the sale of numerous other 
articles of ‘british manufacture, as Gijon is the receiving centre, 
not only for Asturias, which has a population of 600,000, but for 
several adjoining provinces.” (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,586.) 
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AUSTRIA-HUNGARY. 


H.M. Consul at Trieste, in a recent report, points out that the coal 

Coal Trade at trade was very brisk during the first six months 

Trieste, of 1900 on account of great increase of prices 

in the United Kingdom. Later on, however, 

prices were paralysed by an inundation of American coals in 

Europe. As soon as prices of British coal began to decrease, all 

competition of American coal ceased. At the same prices British 

coal is much preferred. 

The following table shows the quantity of various kinds of coal 

imported into Trieste in 1900, as compared with 1899 :— 


Quantity. 


1899. 


Tons. 
Austro-Hungarian coal ... ies aS wis 70,706 83,280 
Turkish * 21,139 
Coke 58,920 52,090 


Not stated. 
(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,583.) 


YARNS AND TEXTILES. 


FRANCE. 
In the recent report of H.M. Consul at Calais will be found the 
following table, which shows a considerable 
Calais Lace Trade. falling off in the value of silk goods exported 
from Calais, but a large increase in wool and 
cotton lace, and certainly suggests that, but for the unfortunate 
strike, the year would have been fairly prosperous :— 


Exportation of Tulle and Lace. 


1899. 


Quantity. Value. Quantity, Value. 


Cwts. & Cwts. 
Tulles, silk ... “is ose 5,422 1,247,060 3,348 770,040 
Lace, silk .%. = vee 4,268 1,050,920 4,148 788,020 
» cotton dia wad 5,930 967,776 7,222 1,178,628 
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The workmen’s organ of 9th March reported that many hands 
were being engaged for lace factories at Brooklyn, Philadelphia, 
and other towns in the United States at assured salaries of 64s. per 
week, and that many looms were ordered from Nottingham for 
Philadelphia, where Malines and Valenciennes lace would soon be 
made. The competition of Calais goods against these would be 
~ hopeless, as transport and Customs dues would amount to about 
60 per cent. of their price, so the speedy loss of the great 
358) market was prophesied. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 
2,582. 


AGRICULTURE. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as received 
from the inspectors and officers of Excise 
Corn Prices. in the week ended the 11th inst., were as 


follow :— 
Wheat ... 278. 3d. 
For further particulars see p. 400. 


A statement is published on p. 401, showing the quantities of 

;_ the various descriptions of agricultural produce 

imported into the United Kingdom during the 

tar uce. week ended the 11th inst.; as well as of the 
imports during the corresponding week of 1900. 


FRANCE-—TUNIS. 


The “ Journal des Debats” of 10th inst. states that Tunisian vine- 

= ‘ yards have increased in area in 1900 by 

a m _ 2,105°76 hectares (hectare = 2°47 acres) an 

; increase greater than in any previous year, 

being more than double the increased area in 1887 (858 hectares) 
which was hitherto the best year. 

Including the increase in 1900, Tunisian vineyards now cover 
an area of 11,374 hectares, of which 9,708 belong to Europeans. 
The districts in which the growth has been most marked are in the 
neighbourhood of Tunis, Grombalia, Beja, Medjez-el-Bab and 
Bizerte. 
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The extent of the plantations is divided as follows :— 
90 have at least 20 hectares of vines. 


40 ” ” 50 ” ” 
17 » 100 ,, 
6 ” ” 150 ” ” 


4 ” 280 ” ” 

The yield in 1900 was about 225,000 hectolitres (hectolitre = 
22 imperial gallons), as against 171,000 hectolitres in 1899 and 
210,000 in 1898. Of this total the quantity produced by the 
vineyards of Tunis accounts for 155,000 hectolitres, those of 
Grombalia for 35,000 hectolitres, and those of Susa for 13,000 
hectolitres. 


ITALY. 
The following table, showing the production of olive oil in Italy 
Pretistinn of during the last five years, is taken from official 
Olive Oil in 1900- figuree compiled by the Ministry of Agriculture, 
1901 in the “Gazetta Ufficiale” of 
th ult. :— 


Year. Quantity. 


Hectolitres.* 


* Hectolitre = 22 imperial gallons. 


OTTOMAN EMPIRE. 


H.M. Consul at Jerusalem reports that the orange gardens at oo 
seins are irrigated by a water-wheel lifting a double 
row of a ‘noria,” and this wheel 
the J ahi Gianee has hitherto been turned by from three to five 
Gardens mules, working one at atime, at an annual 

? expense of from 801. to 3001, according to the 

size of the garden, including the wages of the gardener and work- 
men, the keep of each mule averaging about 12/. perannnm. But 
the stimulus given to increased cultivation, and the planting of 
gardens of from 10 to 30 acres in size, have necessitated the con- 
sumption of a very much larger quantity of water for their irri- 
gation. In large gardens, consisting of from 6,000 to 8,000, or 
even 10,000 trees, requiring irrigation, a constant supply of water 
is needed, and the reservoir to furnish this has to. be kept full, 
necessitating the working of the mules at the water-wheel. during 
nearly the whole of the 24 hours. About three years ago a 
German firm endeavoured to introduce into the country oil-engines, 
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of three or four horse-power, for pumping water from the 
deep wells more rapidly than it could be lifted by mules. At first 
no one would try these engines, garden proprietors looking upon 
them with suspicion. Finally, however, the agent of the firm in 
question volunteered to set up an engine free of expense in one 
of the gardens by way of experiment, and it was found to work so 
well that several orders were at once placed with the firm. When 
first set to work these engines were made to pump up the water, 
but it was found that the pipes frequently became clogged with 
the mud and sand at the bottom of the wells. Now, however, by 
a very simple adjustment of the belt the old water-wheel with its 
buckets is made to rotate, and the water is raised as formerly, only 
at a considerably greater speed. It is found that an oil-engine 
will fill one of the large reservoirs above-mentioned in about six 
hours at half the daily cost of keeping three or four mules, and the 
gain to the garden proprietors is, therefore, manifest. Since 1898, 
about 60 of these oil-engines have been employed in the larger 
plantations, two-thirds of which are of German manufacture, and 
the rest of British make. The latter (one kind in particular made 
by a certain firm) are, it is said, becoming more in request, on 
account of the greater simplicity of their construction, a matter not 
to be overlooked when it is considered that the engines are placed in 


charge of native labourers during most of the time they are worked. 
The British Consular Agent at Jafta reports as follows :— 
Several oil-engines were imported in 1900 from Germany for 
irrigating the orange gardens, but lately some of these engines 
were brought from the United Kingdom; there is great hope that 
there will be soon a good market for such engines in Jaffa. 
(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,584.) 


NICARAGUA. 


H.M. Consul in Nicaragua reports that rubber is getting more 

scarce every year, and the planting of rubber 
Rubber Industry. trees has not been taken up to any extent, 

possibly through the long time necessary before 
any result is seen, and the difficulty of preventing stealing. The 
Government allows a bonus of 1 dol. currency (about 1s. 5d.) on 
every rubber tree planted in certain districts, also 5 cts. currency 
(1d.) for coffee trees, 20 cte. currency (3}d.) for every cocoa tree, 
and 10 cts. currency (1$d.) for every pound of indigo exported. 
During the year 1900, in order to benefit agriculture, the Govern- 
ment allowed the free transport of coffee to Corinto on the railway, 
also free transport of maize and plantains, when solicited, for the 
use of the estates. Through this concession it is estimated the 
Government lost 135,829 dols. 5 cts. currency (10,061l.) in 
freight. 
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In the same report it is stated that, with the present low _— of 

coffee, planters and their estates are anything 

and had the crop not been so 

— good, many would have had to give up their 
estates. 

Cocoa and sugar planting is increasing every year, and would 

seem to pay better than coffee. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,585.) 


BRAZIL. 


The following statement, showing the quantity and official value of 
Exports of Coffee the coffee exported from the state of Sao Paulo 
in the last nine years, is taken from the “ Rio 


~~ News” of 16th ult. :— 


Year. Quantity. Official Value. 


Kilns, Dollars. 


294,295,419 
272,506,961 
252,827,640 
264,076,941 
266,784,095 


| 


The following table, from the recent report of H.M. Consul at 
. Para, shows the total production of rubber in 
ere valley of the Amazon in 1900, distinguish- 
Rubber in the ing the localities whence obtained :— 
Valley of the 8 


Amazon. 


Production in 
1900. 


Localities. 


Tons, 


Rio Puras (Amazonas) ooo ove 3,857 
Shipped direct from Manaos... 5,427 


Total ove ave 25,807 


(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,580.) 
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UNITED KINGDOM. 


1 The state of employment during April showed a slight decline 
| State of the Wen a with March, and continues 
Labour Market than a year ago. 

: : In the 143 Trade Unions making returns, 

in April. 

with an aggregate membership of 547,197, 

21,018 (or 3°8 per cent.) were reported as unemployed at the end 
of April, compared with 3°6 per cent. in March, and with 2°5 per 
cent. in the 137 Unions, with a membership of 525,865, from 
which returns were received for April, 1900. 

The above statement is based on 2,569 returns, viz., 1,804 from 
Employers, 630 from Trade Unions, and 135 from other sources. 


The number of bales of cotton imported into the United Kingdom 
during’ the week ended the 9th inst. was 
Cotton Statistics. 52,721, and the number imported during the 19 
: weeks ended the 9th inst. was 1,491,369. As 
regards exports, the figures are for the week ended the 9th inst., 
3,845 bales, and for the 19 weeks, 114,091. 
For further details see p. 399. 


The values of the fish returned as landed on the coasts of the 
British Isles during the month of April, 1901, 


Fishery Statistics. were as follow :— 

: 
English and Welsh Coasts ... ves ne 613,772 
Trish Coasts ... 29,351 


Detailed statistics as regards England and Wales will be found 
on p. 402, as regards Scotland on p. 403, and as regards Ireland 
on p. 404. 


The number of aliens arriving at ports in the United Kingdom 
Alien during April, 1901, was 17,711. 


i ivrati Detailed statistics of alien immigration will 
sae be found on p. 405. 


| The following table, compiled from statements issued by the 
| Statistical Offices of H.M. Customs, London, 
| Cement Trade. shows the quantity of coment imported into the 

United Kingdom, in the months of April, 
1900 and 1901 :— 


| 
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Imports of Cement. 


Countries from which Imported. 


Sweden 


Germany... was one 373 2,446 
United States RES ade 29 


Totals . Tons 


Nore.—The exports of cement, the produce of the United Kingdom to all 
countries, amounted to 27,968 tons in April, 1901, as compared with 35,094 tons 
in April, 1900. 


CYPRUS. 

The following table based on statistics published in the “Cyprus 
Gazette” of 26th ult. shows the value of the 

Trade in 1900. imports into, and exports from, the Island of 
Cyprus for the year 1900 :— 


Imports.— £ 
Articles of food and drink 91,000 


Raw materials ai a 42,000 
Manufactured articles— 


290,000 
83,000 


373,000 
Exports— 
Animals, living... 19,000 
Articles of food and drink : — 
Carobs ... es 88,000 
Wine... 30,000 
Other articles of food ‘and drink (including 
tobacco) 55,000 
Raw materials :— 
Other raw materials... 38,000 
Manufactured articles 


Specie 
‘Total Exports 


Apri April, - 
Tons. Tons. 
7,918 15,685 
333,000 
35,000 
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BRITISH EAST AFRICA. 


It appears from figures published in the “ Official Gazette ” of the 
Trade of British East Africa Protectorate, the value of 
Mombasa in 1901 the trade of Mombasa, the chief port of the 
* Protectorate during the first quarter of 1901, 

was as follows :— 


Imports.— Rupees. 
From United Kingdom ... 4,72,643 
» India and Burmah ... ...  5,18,605 
From other countries eX  4,78,176 
Total Imports... Rs. 14,69,424 
Exports... on Rs. 1,93,051 


The value of the Import trade for the first quarter of 1900, was 
14,183,090 rupees. 


RUSSIA—FINLAND. 


With reference to the notice on p. 39 of the “ Board of Trade 
vn Journal” for 4th April last, a despatch, dated 
Briann wd A 29th ult., has been received at the Foreign 
Tariff remaini Office from H.M. Ambassador at St. Petersburg, 
Unm i" stating that the Commission which has been 
sitting at St. Petersburg to consider the question 
of the revision of the Finnish Tariff held its last meeting on the 
28rd ult. without arriving at any decision which will affect the 
existing tariff. 

It is now probable that the Customs relations of Russia and 
Finland will remain unmodified until the whole question of the 
Russian Tariff is brought up for consideration on the expiration of 
the Commercial Treaties at the end of 1903. 


FRANCE. 


In the report of H.M. Consul at Calais, recently issued, it is stated 
Calai that the French fishing fleet for Iceland left 
Fisheri early this year. On oth March, out of 13 
Gravelines boats engaged in this fishery, all 

had left but one, delayed in taking in her cargo of salt, and 
arrivals on the fishing grounds were reported early in the month, 
one schooner arriving on the 8th, with rough weather and north- 
west wind, at the “ Trou,” and finding 15 Dunkirk and Gravelines 


> 
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boats in the neighbourhood. This “Trou” or “Hole” is the 
name given to the passage between Shetland and the Orkneys, 
between 59 deg. and 60 deg. north latitude and 4 deg. and 5 deg. 
west longitude. Another vessel: was reported subsequently lost in 
a north-east gale, but the crew saved. . 

The formation was reported in October last of a Calais fishery 
company with a capital of 24,0001., specially for using steamers in 
the cod-fishery, the fleet to be composed of five steamers and one 
sailing vessel to serve as a store-ship on the grounds. 

The returns of the local fisheries, furnished by the Maritime 
Commissary, give 41,140/. as the product of fishing, by 95 boats, 
with crews totalling 760, while fish were sent away to the value of 
27,4001. ‘‘ Fishing on foot,” in which is included shrimping, and 
long-lining and netting on the beach, practised often under 
considerable hardships in winter, by men, women, and children, 
gave a total product of 1,996/. 

A summary of information concerning docks and cargo arrange- 
ments, port charges, warehousing, &c., for ports of France and 
Northern Europe, including those in the Calais district, was 
published in November last as Parliamentary Paper, Commercial 
No. 5 (1900); it should be interesting to shipowners and 
merchants, and can be purchased from Eyre and Spottiswoode, or 
through any bookseller. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,582.) 


In a recent report, the British Pro-Consul at Croix, referring to 
Wool Trade in the the wool trade, states that the system of direct 
North-east of importation of wool to the Continent has received 
. a great check, as shown by the following figures ; 

France. 
in November and December, 1899, there arrived 
at Dunkirk 76,986 bales, and in the same months of 1900 only 
7,784 bales. 

Another noteworthy fact is that in the season 1899-1900 a 
quarter of the wool imported came in sailing vessels and three- 
fourths in steamers, and a well-known importer estimated that, 
for the current season 1900-01, these proportions would be reversed 
and 75 per cent. of the wool would come in sailing vessels, a 
change of which the significance will be appreciated by those who 
are well-acquainted with this trade. 

Fluctuations in the price of raw wool told heavily against 
manufacturers, cloth merchants declining to place orders while 
prices were so uncertain. But the one dark feature of the trade 
of the Roubaix-Tourcoing district is that exportation in general is 
a constantly diminishing quantity, the British market being the 
only one which grows in importance. 

The Pro-Consul says, “ Ten years ago there were four great outlets 
for French woollen goods: Italy, the United States, Germany, and 
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the United Kingdom. The exportations, both to Italy and the 
United States, are constantly decreasing. I am indebted to the 
courtesy of the United States’ Consul in Roubaix for the figures 
of the Jast 10 years, from which it appears that the value of wool 
dress goods sent to the United States, according to the manifests 
passing through his Consulate, in the five years 1891-95 was 
3,235,412/., and in the five years 1896-1900 only 1,190,948, a 
diminution of over 2,040,00U/., while at the present time the 
German market may be said to have hardly any importance. . . . 

The British Vice-Consul at Boulogne says that wool from 
London is only about half the average. This decrease is attri- 
butable to the fact of London being no longer such an exclusive 
mart for Australian wool; more French buyers purchase in 
Australia, and import thence direct, though not through that 
port. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,582.) 


The British Vice-Consul at Boulogne reports that several steamers 
We for the local fishing fleet have recently been pur- 
British Steamer chased in the United Kingdom, the local build- 
ing yard having been occupied since March, 
1900, in the construction of a 1'800-ton steamer for a London 
firm ; it will not be completed for several months yet. The 
Vice-Consul states that an impression prevails in his district that 
this is but the second steamer built in France to British order ; 
but that in any case it would appear to be an unusual deviation 
from the normal course of the shipbuilding trade. (Foreign Office, 
Annual Series, 2,582.) 


SPAIN. 


The British Vice-Consul at Ferrol reports that a new electric light 
Electric Power in ©O™P@2Y has been established in that town with 
: or the purpose of supplying light and ener. 
ct to Ferrol but te all the 
towns and villages round the bay. The waterfall, which is about 
160 feet high and capable of producing up to 2,000 horse-power, 
is situated at La Fervenza, a lovely spot about 12 miles from here. 
The company, the shareholders of which are French and Spanish, 
is the same that has established the electric light at Caldas, 
Villagarcia, Carrill, &c. All the machinery and wire required will 
be imported from Germany and France. The cement (of which 
large quantities will be required) will come from France and Sestao, 
near Bilbao. The works, which commenced late in the year and 
are carried on with the utmost activity, will probably be completed 
about the beginning of next summer. A canal, 2,275 metres in 
length, is being constructed to convey the water from the river to 
the factory. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,586.) 
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H.M. Consul at Corunna, in his recent report, writes as follows :— 
ae “Tn order to learn how British imported 
wr Peale af goods compared with those of other countries 
— in the retail trade, the most important importers 

in Corunna were interviewed on the subject, and I am afraid that 
; the result is not satisfactory and that British goods fall far behind 
in quantity compared with those of American and German manu- 
facture, and for the same reasons which have been remarked upon 
so repeatedly for years, viz., scarcity of commercial travellers, some 
of those who come being ignorant of the language and brusque of 
manner; high price of goods, which, though certainly of better 
quality, do not fulfil the requirements of purchasers, who require 
an inferior and cheaper article ; and lack of arrangements for giving 
longer credits.” (Horeign Office, Annual Series, 2,586.) 


ITALY—BOLIVIA. 
A despatch dated 15th ult. has been received at the Foreign Office, 
Sein from H.M. Ambassador at Rome, forwarding 
Phe ata “ translation of a treaty of friendship and extradi- 
Agreement, tion between Italy and Bolivia, the ratifications 

of which were exchanged on the 7th January 

last. To this treaty a declaration is appended to the effect that, 
at the moment of proceeding to sign the treaty of friendship 
and extradition between Italy and Bolivia, the representatives of 
those countries declare that their Governments engage to negotiate 
a commercial agreement between the two nations within two 
years from the date of the treaty. 


AUSTRIA-HUNGARY. 


H.M. Consul at Trieste reports that, according to the latest statistics 
Trieste’s Share of of the Con- 
Trade. inental ports, Trieste’s share is only six per 
cent., whilst Hamburg has 34, Marseilles 21, 

Genoa 17, Bremen 12, Venice 5:3, and Fiume 4°5 per cent. 


(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,583.) 


The British Consular Agent at Lissa in his recent report, states a 
industries in Dalmatia seem to improve. e 
carbide of lime (carburo di calce) 
Dal “4 and others originating from the Krka Waterfall 
near Scardona, are prosperous, and soon as 
some technical difficulties have been surmounted several manufac- 
tories will be started at the Gubavica Waterfall, on the stream 
Cetina near Almissa, by a company of Austrian capitalists who 
have studied for many years the use of water power. (Foreign 
Office, Annual Series, 3.583.) 
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In the same report it is pointed out that Austrian steam Pali a0 
, is at present flourishing. Shipping firms 
oe commenced by purchasing old steamers, but 
Marine experience has shown that this was not a success 
: from a business point of view, as the constant 
repairs and high insurance charges prove that it is preferable to 
purchase new steamers. Capitalists, not only of the Austrian 
littoral, but also of the interior of the Empire, began to take an 
interest in marine industry, so that from 1894 (when the new law 
came into force) to 1900, the progress of the mercantile marine has 
been very great. From 15 steamers, with 10,924 tons, it rose to 
51 steamers, with 91,408 tons, exclusive of the Austrian Lloyd. 
The law passed for favouring the development of the Austrian 
mercantile marine will end in 1903, but Marine Board officials here 
think it advisable to renew it with some modifications. (Foreign 
Office, Annual Series, 2,583.) 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 

H.M. Consul-General at New York reports that imports into New 
York from the United Kingdom were valued 
Trade of New 30,314,0001. in 1900, compared ith 
28,466,000/. in 1899, and 22,242,000/. in 1898. 
From British North America the figures were 6,168,000/. in 1898, 
7,186,000/. in 1899, and 8,143,000/. in 1900; from the British East 
Indies, 5,834,0001. in 1898, 7,577,000/. in 1899, and 8,665,000/. in 
1900, and from the British West Indies, 2,390,0001. in 1898, 
2,868,0001. in 1899, and 2,480,000/. in 1900 (when there was a 
reduction of no less than 200,000/. in the value of bananas 

imported). (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,581.) 


In the same report it is stated that the prices of leading 
Prices in staple commodities, as shown by Brad- 
New York in street’s Index of 107 staple articles, advanced 
1900 very materially during the month of January, 
s 1900, but then fell continuously till the 
end of August; during September there was a slight rise 
followed by a fall in October; again a rise in November and a fall 
in December. The index number on Ist January, 1901, showed a 
decrease of 6 as compared with 1900, but an increase of 7 as 
compared with 1899, and of 10°7 as compared with 1898. The 
index numbers are as follows :— 


Index Number. 


396 
| Date. 
1898. | 1899. | 1900, 
Ist January... ... 77819 90-971 
80°818 86-815 
86-796 87-757 
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On Ist January, 1901, the index number was 84°8738. 

Comparing prices on Ist January, 1901, with those at the same 
date in the previous year, it is found that out of the 107 staple 
articles which are taken as the basis of calculation, 40 were higher 
in price, 59 were lower, and 8 unchanged. ‘Taken as a whole, 
bread-stuffs, dried fruits, oils, chemicals, and drugs were higher in 
price, while live-stock, provisions and groceries, hides and leather, 
textiles, metals, coal and coke, naval stores, building materials, 
and miscellaneous products were lower. (Foreign Office, Annual 
Series, 2,581.) 


BRAZIL. 


The Acting British Consul at Para, in : report to the 
«1 m:2:, Foreign Office, states that the year 1900 will 
raps cag probably be remembered as marking an epoch 
Vall in the commercial history of the Amazon Valley. 

Ww: Although commercial crises have occurred in 

past years in this district, yet no crisis has yet been experienced so 
disastrous or so wide-reaching in its effects, as that which 
developed with unexpected rapidity during the spring of that year. 

The first and chief cause of the commercial deadlock which has 
occurred must be attributed to the sudden rise which has taken 

lace in the value of the currency. 

The difficulties and complications created by a varying exchange 
are obvious. It is also plain that, according to the extent of the 
fluctuations that occur, or are liable to occur, these difficulties are 
increased. A point may even be reached when the fluctuations 
that are liable to occur in exchange very much exceed the fluctua- 
tions that are liable to occur in the produce market. Transac- 
tions carried on subject to these conditions can no longer be 
considered as business transactions, they come rather under the 
head of gambling. This point has been reached in Brazil. 
Exchange, which at the beginning of 1900 stood at 7d. rose 
steadily until it stood at 93d. per milreis at the end of May. 
This was already sufficient to cause great anxiety at Para. Worse 
was, however, to come. During June a further rapid rise took 
place, and during the first week of July exchange reached 144d. 
During the month an equally rapid fall took place, and by the 
end of July 104d. was ae | After that date and up to the ond 
of the year exchange fluctuated between 11$d. and 9}d. As 
might be expected in a country where business is carried on very 
much by means of long credits, these fluctuations brought about 
an acute financial crisis. (Foreiyn Office, Annual Series, 2,580.) 
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The Acting British Para cement 
‘ exported to that place by British manufacturers 
SS is pat up in barrels too large and too loosely 
ent. constructed. The smaller and more compact 
barrels used to pack German cement are better adapted for the 
requirements of the Para market. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 
2,580.) 


In the same report it is stated that the Amazon Telegraph Company 
have been to a certain extent successful in their 


efforts to establish telegraphic communication 
between Para and Mandos. The sub-fluvial 


cable, which had been interrupted for some two 
years, was in the spring of 1899 repaired, and has since that date, 
although still subject to frequent interruptions, been of the greatest 
use to the commerce of this district. The company has also con- 
structed about 100 miles of terrestrial telegraph from Manéos to a 
place called Itacoatiara, following the left bank of the river, The 
line is to be continued as far as Parantintins, some 200 miles further 
down the River Amazonas. In view of the good results given by 
the portion of the line already constructed, it is hoped that arrange- 
ments will be made to continue the land line until it reaches Para 
itself. 

The Consul adds :—“ As has been already remarked, there seems 
to be every indication that the commerce of Mandos will make 
rapid strides in the near future. The great obstacle to the advance- 
ment. of the city at present is the lack of telegraphic communication 
with the rest of the world ; this, it is hoped, will soon be overcome. 
The problem of keeping sub-fluvial cables in repair seems, however, 
to be a difficult one to solve.” (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,580.) 
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STATISTICAL TABLES. 


Cotton Returns. 


Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported 
at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the Week 
and 19 Weeks ended 9th May, 1901. 


Week ended 
9th May, 
1901, 


19 Weeks ended 
9th May, 
1901. 


IMPORTS. 
(Bales.) 


No. 
1,248,697 
16,262 
47,392 
154,507 
24,511 


1,491,869 


399 
No. 
American... ane ore eee eee eee 36,909 
2,127 
Egyptian eee eee eee eee eee eee 7,326 
430 
Exports. 
(Bales.) 
No. No. 
; American... eee eee eee eee eee 3,351 72,995 
Brazilian eee see eee eee eee eee = 835 
East Indian... 150 16,907 
Miscellaneous. ... 119 2,028 
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Corn Prices. 


Statement showing the Quantities Sold and Average Price of British 
Corn, per quarter of 8 bushels, Imperial Measure*, as received 
from the Inspectors and Officers of Excise in the week ended 
1lth May, 1901, pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882. 


oo Quantities Sold. Average Price, 
Qrs. Bus. 
Wheat eee eee eee oe eee 47,118 6 27 3 
Barlcy 4279 2 26 2 
Oats eee oe eee oe oe eee 7,049 0 19 1 


Comparative statement for the corresponding week in each of the years 
from 1897 to 1900 :— 


| 
Quantities Sold. Average Price. 

Corre- 
nding 
eek in 

| 

Wheat. Barley. Oats. | Wheat. | Barley. | Oats. 


Qrs. Bus.| Qrs. Bus. Qrs. Bus.| d. s. d, 
1897 ...| 74,672 3 | 3,374 6| 9,088 4 | 2711 | 20 2 | 17 7 
1898... 84,476 1 7 7 411 | 97 1] 
1899 _...| 76,892 0 3,236 6| 12,087 6 || 25 4 | 2311 | 17 9 
1900 ....| 82,190 7 4 | 


| 25 11 24 10 17 11 


* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns of 
purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial 

bushel of barley, 


pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every 
and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bushel @ 


of oats. 


\ 
| 
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Imports of Agricultural Produce into the United Kingdom. 


Account showing the Quantities of certain kinds of Agri 


cultural 


Produce imported into the United Kingdom in the week ended 
llth May, 1901, together with the quantities imported in the 
corresponding week of the previous year. 
Week ended | Correspond- 
1lth May, ing week 
1901. in 1900. 
Animals, living :— 
ed bulls, cows, and calves ... Number. 8,943 9,878 
11,537 9,472 
Fresh meat :— 
ove eee Cwts 82,270 6 1,292 
Salted or preserved meat:— 
Bacon Cwts 94,138 107,619 
27,856 38,458 
Pork 8,013 
Meat, unenumerated, salted or fresh .. oo 21,062 10; 864 
Meat, preserved, otherwise thanbysalting 9,836 9, 
Dairy produce and substitutes :— 
Cwts. 67,263 63,995 
ove 18,497 16,487 
Milk, tk, fresh, in cans or drums*.. 
cream* 93 434 
» preserved, other kinds* ” 307 
condensed ... ae 18,005 17,158 
Eggs .. 299,523 344,232 
Poultry and O00 ove alue £ 22,909 6, 
Rabbits, dead (not tinned) Cwts, 317 4,778 
36,611 49,310 
Corn, grain, meal and flour : i 
Whea' Cwts. 1,119,900 1,036,600 
Whest-mesi and flour ... 29,500 365,100 
Barley... eco 98,800 237,900 
Oats eee ose eee ” 401,200 486,600 
MaizeorIndiancorn .. ... 855,500 546,700 
Fruit, raw :— 
Apples. ove Cwts, 16,773 11,161 
Apricots peaches eee eee ” 32 
Bamanes Bunches. 29,281 42,379 
Gooseberries 5 101 
Lemons ... ” 84,712 6,336 
Plums eee eee eee eee . ” 
Strawberries eee eco ” —_ 
Unenumerated ... eee eee . ” 1,436 166 
eee eee eee eee Tons. 1 48 4,294 
H eee eee eee eee eee Cwts. 861 2,135 
Ve es, raw :— 
ons eee eee ooo Bushels. 116,434 125,343 
Cwts, 272,724 188,484 
Tomatoes ... eee eee eco ” 8,867 11,144 
Unenumerated Value £ 13,710 18,648 
Preserved by canningt ... =... 8,597 


* In 1900 these were not shown separa’ 
Included with vegetables pelos t0 1900, 
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Fishery Statistics—England and Wales. 


Statament of the Torat Quantity and Vatue of the returned as 
landed on the and Wetsu Coasts from the grounds 
during the Month and Four Months ended 30th = “gy 1901, 
compared with the corresponding Periods of the Year 1 


Four Months ended 
April. April. 


19, 657 
115,590 || 458,351 


399,396 
563,499 


1,951,109 


Cwts. 
41,673 || 170,312 


Prime fish not separately distinguished 
Total prime fish 


331,783 
180,961 


fy 329,780 316,845 
Total ... 957 || 2,011,224 | 1,984,155 

Shell fish :— 

Crabs 


Lobsters 


Total... 


13,079 
34,511 


Hora for 10] ae ual Return. The values given 


Total value of fish landed 


2,125,148 | 2,108,575 


| 1901. | 1900, | 1901. | 1900. 
QuanTITY. 
Cwts. Cwts. || Owts. Cuts. 
1,358 1,458 | 5,856 6,531 
3,751 3,543 | 16,286 16,906 
Prime fish not separately distinguished edi 1,609 1,71g | 4,372 9,920. 
Totalprimefish 11,665 11,057 | 48,518 54,836 
60,634 65,478 226,038 222,614 
Haddock ...| 206,483 204,302 775,725 812,236 
Halibut 12,851 12,735 || 26,197 24,928 
te 9,636 9,129 || 35,885 36,520 
39,041 48,710 64,471 51,307 4 
not separately distinguished, except shell 
Shell fish :— No. No. | No. No. 
Crabs 1,065,140 | 1,068,437 || 1,902,885 | 1,544,369 
Oysters 3,143,000 | 2,407,000 | 18,229,000 | 12,392,000 
Cwts. Cwts. 
VALvE. 
£ £ \I £ £ 
4,928 5,184 19,302 21,255 
Soles... ove ase ese ove eco oon 42,010 40,074 179,233 183,656 
17,647 17,484 | 83,743 84,660 
.. [70,825 | 70,278 || 297,528 
Haddock 159,983 655,203 645,938 
ling oe 6,879 6,899 | 25,105 26,548 
76,463 || $12,159 | 308,770 
4 | 32 || 3,826 4,769 
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Fishery Statistics.—Scotland. 


SratemENT of the Tota, Quantity and of the returned as 
landed on the Scorrisn Coasts during the Month and Four Months 
ended 30th April, 1901, compared with the corresponding 
Periods of the Year 1900. 


Four Months ended 
April. April. 


1900. 1901. 


2/380 

separa’ distinguished, except shell | 
1,047,115 | 928,467 


No. 
928,443 
144,692 
189,653 

Cwis. 

2,952 

48,947 

21,508 


Boles ‘er Soles) 


Eel(Conger) 
Flounder, Plaice, Brill 
Haddock 
Halibut 
Herrings ... 


erel 
Saith (Coal Fish) 
Sparling 
Sprats wee 
Torsk (Tusk) ove 
separately distinguished, 


Total valueof fishlanded... ... 111,260 107,102 558,046 518,133 


Nore.—The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns, 


5, 
, Quantity. 
Owts. | Cwts, |  Owts. Cwts. 
(Lemon Soles 1,180 1,858 || 3,234 4,255 
‘412 | 436 || 1,247 1,34 
87.415 | 39,064 || 164,820 177,425 
Eel (Conger) 1,910 1,290 || 12,052 8,316 
Flounder, Plaice, Brill 9,341 9,409 | 39,181 29,701 
17,038 20,817 | 58,028 56,722 
31 407 || 1,420 2,026 
10,263 10,474 | 41,459 36,068 
20 63 952 1,533 
Shell fish :-— No. No. | No. 
Cwts. Cwts. | Cwts. 
602 250 |, 3,568 
Mussels... eee ose ane oso 7,936 8,555 |) 34,321 
6,863 | 6,697 | 23,369 
j VALUE. 
£ £ | £ £ 
2,972 3,742 || 8,954 10,731 
| 1.476 1,762 |) 4,732 5,299 
17,872 17,800 || 85,009 86,466 
718 616 || 4.813 4,600 
10,331 9,310 || 40,931 34,699 
42,490 $1,601 | 193,635 185,141 
2,019 1,196 110,673 96,187 
tar 33 501 2'066 2,621 
752 952 3,510 £688 
es | 2,835 3,016 11,642 11,537 
54 15 460 120 
7 13 |) 260 270 
| 389 260 |) 1,024 668 
5,819 3,678 18,400 12,846 
except shell | | 
2,424 1,461 |} 9,736 6,552 
Total ... | 689 99,j1% ||  534,C01 $96,386 
1,844 8,417 7,785 
Other shell fish .., oe eee oe eee | 1,844 1,657 6,203 4,888 
Total 7,688 | 085 21,747 
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Fishery Statistics.—Ireland. 


Statement of the Tora, Quantity and Vauve of the Fisn returned ag 
ed on the IrisH Coasts during the Month and Four Months 
ended 30th April, 1901, compared with the corresponding Periods 


of the Year 1 
April. Four wr ended 
1901. 1900. 1901. 1900. 
QvaNTITY. 
Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. 
Soles 250 281 1,655 1,105 
Turbot 93 591 6 
Total prime fish — 343 355 2,246 1,451 
Cod... 2,133 3,012 14,230 | 19,797 
Haddock 1,087 4, 5,181 
errings 401 449 
Whiting 950 | 1065 || 3,750 | 3,699 
Fish not separately distinguished, except shell fish _..| 3,714 3,379 16,390 | 13,619 ~~ 
Shell fish Ne No. 0. No. 
11,403 12,755 12,779 | 12,972 
Lobsters 7,737 12,387 16,294 17,910 Total o 
E 20,100 8,065 80,432 77,540 of A 
ts. 
2,174 8,973 7,843 
VALUE. 
£ 
1,017 938 4,765 4.121 
Turbot ... 299 1, 1, 
Total prime fish = 1,284 1,237 6,419 5,459 
Cod 03 ee 1,522 9,328 8,753 9,798 
Hertings 459 130 088 1261 
Ling 401 761 2,403 | 2,545 
787 783 2,805 2,558 
Fish not separately distinguished, except shell fish ... 2,723 2,100 11,538 8,456 
33,056 || 66,646 70,491 
Shell fish :-— 
bsters ese ooo 7 89 
oy 47 202 193 
Other shell fish aN 534 648 2,167 2,056 
Total value of fish landed .. ...  ...| 29,851 | 34.411 69,718 | 73,650 


| May 1¢ 
State 
tl 
Com| 
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Alien Immigration—April, 1901. 
t showing the Numter of Aliens that Arrived from the Continent at Portst in 
the United Kingdom during the Month and Four Months ended 30th April, 1901, 
compared with the corresponding periods of the previous Year. 


(Compiled from the Alien Lists received by the Customs under Act 6 Will. 4, c. 11, sec. 2.) 


Gothenburg 
Hamburg, | Rotterdam, Christiania’ Other 
, Bremen, and | Amsterdam, Arendal, and Dieppe. _ Continental Total. 
Bremerhaven. | and Antwerp. | Vistiansand Ports. 


1901. | 1900. | 1901. | 1900. | 1901. 180, | 1901. | 1900, | 1901. | 1900. | 1901, | 1900. 


Month ended 30th April. 
Aliens not stated to be en 
youte to America or other 
places out of the Uni 
ch Lenton 806| 704, 412) 9818} 186 165) ... 488} 500] 1,842) 1,687 
Grimsby... 305) 319 82 28 30 40) 20 44 33) 440 
=m 47 39] 168} 160) ... 157; 146) 443) 392 
» ‘Lyne P 27 54 257 284, 622) 694 
57 34 95) 114 12 47 41 
» Newhaven ...| ... ove | | 1,528) 1,412 
102 75 22 13} 93} 528| 521 
Total ... 1,382) 1,201; 698; 570/696, 1,431| 1,548! 1,630] $5,852] 45,581 
Aliens en route to Ameri: 
or other places out of the 
: 

Arrived at Grimsby . 23 1,536) 550) 1,106) 1,282)... $17| 3,011) 2,149 
139 73} 408} 195] 3,086, 2,145) | 3,129} 3,465) 6,762] 5,878 
” Other ane 2 1 33 53 92 50 1,832) 1,585) 1,979) 1,689 

| 
Total 164 2,057, 803| 4,285, 3,519, ... | 5,333) 5,405] 11,859] 9,801 
Total of Aliens en route and 
of Aliens not stated to be 
tices of the 1,546] 1,275] 2,755) 1,373 4,268, 1,548) 1,431) 6,881) 7,035) $17,711) $15,382 


Total 4,961) 5,792) 2,730) 2,437) 2,148) 2,470) 4,858) 4,026) 5, ¥20,120, $20,053 


United : 
otal No... ...| 504) 859] 5,627 1,905) 8,001) 6,477) 70)... | 12,587) 12,676) 26,789) 21,417 
Total of Aliens en route and ite ee. 
of Aliens not stated to be . 
enroute to America or other | \ 5,465) 6,151) 8,357) 4,842) 10,149) 8,947/ 4,928) 4,026) 18,010) 18,014) +46,909 $41,430 


* The distinction made in this Return between “ Aliens not stated to be en route to America, or other 

United Kingdom,” and * Aliens en route to America, §c.,” is due to the fact that a large number of PP onan <= 

Jrom Continental ports are reported to be on the way to places out of the United Kingdom, and it is considered desirabie 

torecord this fact. But it is not thereby implied that the ‘‘ Aliens not stated to be en route to America, $c.,” come to thi 

‘rom ‘inen’ orts return to the ‘inent. nnu ort on igration ai 

poe Brnigration ved are Aberd Belfast th, B 
e m whic! en Lists are received are een, y ristol, Cardiff, Dover, Dublin, Folkestone, 

Glasgow, Goole, Grangemouth, Granton, Greenock, Grimsby, Harwich, Hull, Kirkcaldy, Leith, Liverpool, py Middles- 
h, Newcastle, Newhaven, Newport, North Shields, South Shields, Southampton, Sunderland, and West Hartlepool. 

The received from Dover, Folkestone, Harwich, Newhaven, and Southampton show only deck passengers and persons 

train as third-clas: 


landing, proceed by passengers. 

in the month o: i was é same month of 1900; the 

ended April, 1901, the number was 5,197, and in the same months of 1900 the number was 5,275, ‘ ~_ 


| 
Four months ended 30th April. 
Aliens not stated to be en 
route to America or other ~ 
of the United 
Aliens en 
or other pia 
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GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom for the month of April, 1901, have been 
published. The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of 
each month, may be purchased at a small cost (in the present 
instance 9d.) per copy, either directly or through any bookseller, 
from Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet 
Street, London, E.C., and 32, Abingdon Street, S.W.; or Messrs, 
Oliver & Boyd, Edinburgh; or Edward Ponsonby, 116, Grafton 
Street, Dublin. 


Attention is further called to the fact that the ‘‘ Annual State- 
ment of the Trade of the United Kingdom with Foreign Countries 
and British Possessions” for the year 1900 [Volume I.], may be 
purchased at a cost of 5s. 10d. at any of the addresses enumerated 
above. This publication, which contains much more detailed and 
exhaustive information than can be given in the Monthly Accounts, 
gives, as regards the present volume, Abstract Tables for the years 
1896-1900, and detailed statement of imports and exports of each 
article (from and to each country). The second volume will 
contain details as to customs duties, trade in coin and bullion, 
transhipments, and articles in bond. 


THE LABOUR GAZETTE. 


This Gazette is published by the Board of Trade on the 
15th of each month. The number published on the 15th inst. 
contains special articles on the State of the Labour Market in 
April: Agricultural Wages in the United Kingdom in 1900: 
Recent Conciliation and Arbitration Cases and Collective Agree- 
ments, &c., &e. 


RECENT PARLIAMENTARY PUBLICATIONS. 


Report by the Board of Trade upon the Railway, Canal, ce., 
Bills and Provisional Orders of Session, 1901. 120. Price 7d. 


This report shows that the total number of bills deposited for 
the session of 1901, relating to railways, canals, tramways, and the 
supply of electricity, gas, and water is 190, as compared with 213 
of the session of 1900, the total amount of money proposed to be 
raised being 88,738,877]. as compared with 94,534,199/. The 
length of new railway line proposed to be authorised is 352 miles, 
and the length of new tramway line 335, the figures for the session 
of 1900 being 511 and 504 respectively. The applications made 
to the Board of Trade for provisional orders relating to tramways, 
piers and harbours, electric lighting, and the supply of gas and 
water number 166, 


406 
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Government Publications. 


Sea Fisheries of the United Kingdom, 1900. 32. Price 54d. 


This return, which is prepared each year in the Board of Trade, 
comprises statistics showing the quantity and value of fish landed 
on the coasts of the United Kingdom during last year, compared 
with previous returns, as well as statements of the number of 
fishing boats employed, of the imports and exports of fish, and of 
fish carried by railway from each of the principal ports of the 
United Kingdom. Some figures are also given with regard to 
the fisheries of Norway, Denmark, Holland, Portugal, France, and 
Canada; and a memorandum reviewing the statistics contained 
in the return is prefixed to the tables. ‘he quantity and value of 
the fish landed on the coasts of the United Kingdom during each 
of the last three years, were as follows :— 


1898 


Quantity Value 
a (exclusive of | (including Shell 
Shell Fish), Fish). 


Cwts. 
15,837,000 
14,960,000 
14,573,000 


Agricultural Statistics, Ireland, 1900. Detailed Annual Report. 
[Od. 557.] Price 1s, 5d. 

This is the first yearly report on Irish agriculture issued by the 
Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction, Ireland, 
to which the duties of the Registrar-General for Ireland and the 
Irish Land Commission with reference to the collection and 
publication of statistics, relating to agriculture and of returns of 
average prices of agricultural produce were transferred by the 
Agriculture and Technical Instruction (Ireland) Act, 1899. The 
produce of the principal crops in Ireland in 1900, as compared 
with 1899, was as under :— 


1899, 


1909. 


Cwts. 927,452 901,224 
Bariey Fr 3,040,083 2,779,367 
Oats 17,895,880 17,511,579 
Potatoes Tons 2,760,287 1,841,832 
Turnips 4,309,053 4,426,427 


a Stones of 14 lbs 


1,145,261 


1,628,881 


| 
| £ 
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Government Publications. 


FOREIGN OFFICE AND COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


Tue following Reports of the Annual Series, which have been issued 
from H.M. Diplomatic and Consular Officers at the undermentioned 
laces since Ist Janua aa may be obtained from Messrs. Eyre & 
; pottiswoode, East Ha: 


g Street, Fleet Street, E.C. 
No. Place. Price, 
j 
2544 | Tainan (South Formosa) ) (1899) .. 
| 2545 Coast Protec cool 
2546 Mex ose $06 ons 
2548 Russia—Agriculture of the Odessa District, 1900 ... cee] ake ‘ 
2549 | Egypt (1899 and half of 1900) ... 
{ 2550 Southern Italy (1900) ... aS 
2551 Germany, Estimates for 1901 __... ose ose 
2553 | Servia (1899 and 1900) .. we 
2556 Yucatan (1900) one one cos] 
2557 Trade, &c., of Thessaly (1900) sie 
2558 | New Orleans (1900) 
2559 Italy, Finances for 1900—01 ove aval: 
2564 | Hiogo and Qsaka dad. 
2565 Hungary, Financial Condition <.. 
2568 German East Africa (1900) 
2559 La Rochelle (1900) ove 
257! | Amsterdam (1900) Oy 
2578 | Poland and Lithuania (1900)... one 4d. 
2580 | Para (1900) .. Bhd. 
* 2581 | New York (1900) Qhd. 
i | Calais (1900) . 23d. 
i 2586 Corunna (1900) one | 
2587 | Aleppo (1900) .. vel 148. 
2592 | Cadiz (1900) ... wel 
2593 Ghent (1900) ... one one 
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Government Publications. + 


Miscellaneous Series. 


The following Report from H.M. Representatives abroad on subjects of 
ype and commercial interest has also been issued since 1st January, 
901, and may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 


No. | 

546 France.—Preparation of French Plums .., exe ood 
547 Brazil.—Report on the State of Maranhav oy 
548 United States.—Beet Sugar Industry ooo] 
549 Germany.—Colonial Estimates for 1901 ... ove me 
550 United States.—Zinc Industry ... 


Treaty Series. 


‘The following numbers of the Treaty Series issued since lst January, 
1901, may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 


No. Price. 
1 Agreement between the United Kingdom and Germany 
relative to China otis jd. 
2 Convention between the United Kingdom and Japan for the 
protection of the estates of deceased persons se bend. Re 
3 Accession of the Kingdom of Sweden to the Venice Sanitary 
Convention of 19th March, 1897, and to the Declaration 
4 Agreement, additional, to the Convention between the United 
Kingdom and France of 8th December, 1882, relative to 
the exchange of Telegraph Money Orders ... ass at aoe 


COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following Reports relating to H.M. Colonial Possessions issued since 
1st January, 1901, may be purchased from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 
East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C.:— 


Annual, 
No. Place. Price. 
313 Basutoland... foe obs]. 
314 Hong Kong... ove 34d. 
315 Southern Nigeria ooo] 2h. 
318 British Guiana bad ae 


| 
| 
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THE COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE 


‘BOARD OF TRADE. 


The Intelligence Branch of the Commercial Department of the Board gf 
Trade has been established with a view to meet the constantly increasing 
demand for prompt and accurate information on commercial matters, so faragy 
it can be mct by Government action. In deciding to establish this new 
branch, the Board of Trade were largely influenced by the recommentigs 
tions contained in the Report* of a Departmental Committee composed nob 
only of representatives of the various Government Departments concerned 
but also of prominent representatives of commercial interests, which wag 
appointed in July, 1897. The Committee referred to was requested i 
consider and advise (1) as to the best means of collecting and of dissemis 
nating among those interested prompt and accurate information upom 
commercial subjects, and (2) as to the collection of samples, especially 
of goods of foreign manufacture competing with British productions, ang 
the exhibition of such samples to manufacturers and traders in thf 
country. As a result of their deliberations the Committee recommended 
under head (1) the establishment of a new office, under the Board of Tradg 
on lines which the Board have followed generally in the creation of thé 
Intelligence Branch, and this Branch is consequently intended to becomeg 
centre at which information on all subjects of commercial interest shall 
be collected and focussed in a form convenient for reference. In addition, 
is the duty of the Branch, as far as circumstances permit, to affonl 
information in reply to all inquiries on commercial matters which may bg 
addressed to it, whether written or verbal. : 

The office, which is temporarily housed at No. 50, Parliament Streeij 
London, 8.W., was opened on the 23rd October, 1899; its principal officer 
(under the Controller-General of the Commercial, Statistical, and Labout 
Departments of the Board of Trade) being Mr. T. Worthington, who recently 
acted as Special Commissioner to the Board in an inquiry into the condition 
and prospects of British trade in certain South American countfies. The 
“Intelligence Branch” will endeavour, on application being made to it, @ 
supply information with regard to the following subjects, viz. :—Commeretl 
Statistics; Matters relating to Foreign and Colonial Tariffs; Ewcise amt 
“ Consumplion” duties; Port, Harbour, and Tonnage dues, and other charges Of 
Shipping ; Customs Regulations ; Consular Fees ; Forms of Certificates of Origing 
Regulations concerning Commercial Travellers ; T'rading Licenses; Foreign amt 
Colonial Contracts open to Tender; Foreign and Colonial Bounties ; Insté 
of Firms engaged in particular lines of business in different localities, &c., Ges 
An Inquiry Room, at which copies of official publications, directories, and 
other-works of reference may be consulted, is reserved at the offices of thé 
Branch for the convenience of personal applicants. 

The “ Board of Trade Journal” is the principal medium through whiell 
intelligence collected by the Branch and intended for general information ig 
conveyed to the public. The Journal, which, up to the close of 1899, was 
issued monthly at the price of 6d., is now issued weekly at the price of 1d. 


* Parliamentary Paper C. 8,962 of 1898, to be obtained through Messrs. Eyre amd 
Spottiswoode’s office for the sale of such documents, in East Harding Street, Fetter Lame 
London, E.C., price 2}d. 
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